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Patent 

Attorney Docket No. 64118.000192 

Customer No. 21967 

THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: ) 

) 

TEITELBAUM et al. ) 

) 

Serial No.: 10/534,055 ) 

) 

Filed: May 6, 2005 ) 

) 

Title: TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL ) 
DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES ) 



RENEWED PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.47(a) 

MAIL STOP PCT 

Commissioner for Patents 

Office of PCT Legal Administration 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a) and M.P.E.P. § 409.03(a) and (d), Applicants hereby 
petition the Commissioner to accept its U.S. Application Serial No. 10/534,055 absent an Oath or 
Declaration signed by all named inventors. Joint inventors George P. Teitelbaum, Samuel M. 
Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson have 
signed Declarations. 

Inventor Frank Nguyen is a nonsigning inventor, notwithstanding repeated and diligent 
efforts to obtain his signature by the entity to which an assignment of the application is owed, 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek, and by whom tha inventor was employed at the time of invention. 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek owns SDGI Holdings, Inc. which is the holding company to which 
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grant this petition, and to accept U.S. Application No. 10/534,055 for the prosecution in due 
course to which Medtronic Sofamor Danek and Applicants George P. Teitelbaum, Samuel M. 

Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson are 
entitled. 

Applicants believe that no additional fees are due for filing this petition. In the event any 

additional fees are required, the Commissioner is authorized to charge all required fees, under 37 

C.F.R. §1.17, or all required extension of time fees, to the undersigned's deposit account No. 50- 
0206. 



Respectfully submitted, 
HUNTON & WILLIAMS 




Hunton & Williams LLP 

1900 K Street, N.W., Suite 1200 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1109 
Telephone (202) 955-1950 
Facsimile (202) 778-2201 



Dated: June 6, 2006 
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THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Patent Application of: 



TEtTELBAUM et al. 



Serial No.; 10/534.055 
Filed: May 6, 2005 

Title: TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL 
DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 



Group Art Unit: Unassigned 
Examiner: Unassigned 



Confirmation No. 2702 



DECLARATION OF ROBERT A. KING. ESQ. 

I, Robert A. King, state as follows: 

1. I am a registered patent attorney (Reg. No. 42,738) employed by the law firm of 
Hunton & Williams LLP, legal representative of Medtronic Sofamor Danek for this matter. I 
submit this Declaration in support of the Renewed Petition under 37 C.F.R. 1.47(a) with respect 
to the above-referenced patent application. 

2. A Notification of Missing Requirements under 35 U.S.C. 371 was mailed on 
luly 25. 2005. from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office with regard to the above-referenced 
patent application. In order to respond fully to the Notification of Missing Requirements, a 
signed oath or declaration from all the inventors was requested. 

3. In a related patent application (U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/999,216) 
with the same inventive entity, Frank Nguyen was also a non-signing inventor. Sabrina 
Chambers of Medtronic Sofamor Danek executed a declaration in support of Mr. Nguyen's 
unavailability to sign. A copy of Ms. Chambers' declaration along with supporting Exhibits A-I 
were attached as Attachment A to Applicants' Petition Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a), filed 
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November 23, 2005. The Rule 47 petition for Frank Nguyen in U.S. Patent Application Serial 
No. 10/999,216 was subsequently granted by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on 
September 13, 2005. 

4. On October 25, 2005, Mr. Yisun Song, also a registered patent attorney employed 
by Hunton & Williams LLP, sent a letter to Frank Nguyen, a copy of which was attached to 
Applicants' November 23, 2005 Petition as Attachment B. In that letter, Mr. Song requested Mr. 
Nguyen to sign the declaration and Power of Attorney. A certified mail receipt for this letter was 
also attached as Attachment C. In response to the letter dated October 25, 2005, and the efforts 
related to obtaining Mr. Nguyen's signature for U.S. Application No. 10/534,055, we have not 
received a signed declaration from Mr. Nguyen. However, Mr. Nguyen's signature on the signed 
certified mail postcard clearly established that Superior, Colorado, was his last known mailing 
address. 

5. On May 9, 2006. the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office mailed a Decision on 
Petition Under 37 CFR 1.47(a). The Office noted that a renewed petition should be fded that 
clearly set out the last known address for Frank Nguyen and clearly indicated whether 
Mr. Nguyen could be located at his last known address. 

6. On May 18, 2006, a letter was mailed to Frank Nguyen via U.S. Certified Mail at 
his last known address of 1995 E. Coalton Road, #77, in Superior, Colorado, requesting that 
Mr. Nguyen execute and return a copy of the Declaration. A copy of the letter is included as 
Attachment 1. Pursuant to Section 409.03(d) of the MPEP, the letter clearly set out: 1) that 
Mr. Nguyen was requested to sign and return the Declaration, 2) the purpose for his doing so, 
and 3) that his failure to return a signed declaration represented his refusal to do so. Further, a 
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copy of the subject application to which the declaration pertains was included with the letter and 
Declaration. 

7. The U.S. Postal Service subsequently returned the package mailed to Mr. Nguyen. 
The front of the package was stamped "NOT DELIVERABLE AS ADDRESSED, UNABLE TO 
FORWARD." A copy of the front of the package is attached as Attachment 2. 



true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 



8. 



I further hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 



DECLARANT: 




ert A. King 



Date: 1^(1%, 
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HUOTON& 

WILLIAMS HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 



BANK OF AMERICA PLAZA 
SUITE 4100 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30308-2216 

TEL 404 • 888 • 4000 
FAX 404* 888 * 4190 

May 1 8, 2006 Robert a. king 

DIRECT DIAL; 404-888^136 
BMail: nang©nuntm < com 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL fileno:64u8.oooi92 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Frank Nguyen 

1995 E. Coalton Road, #77 

Superior, CO 80027 



Re: U.S. Patent Application No. 10/534,055 
National Phase of PCT/US03/09285 

Entitled: 'Transpedicular Intervertebral Disk Access Methods and Devices" 
Dear Mr. Nguyen: 

We are counsel for Medtronic Sofamor Danek. We write to ask that you execute the enclosed 
Declaration by signing and dating it in the spaces indicated, and that you return it to us in the 
envelope provided. Your signature on the Declaration verifies that you are a co-inventor in the 
above-referenced patent application, which was filed with the Patent Office on May 6, 2005. 

Further, your signature acknowledges that you are aware of your responsibility before' the 

Patent Office to provide a copy of any information of which you become aware that may be 
considered relevant to the patentability of the invention. For your convenience, we enclose 
another copy of the application. We will need to file a copy of the executed Declaration with 
the Patent Office as soon as possible. 



Your signature on the attached U.S. Postal Service return receipt postcard verifies that this 
letter has been forwarded to your correct mailing address. Therefore, your failure to sign, date, 
and return the Declaration indicates that you have no intention of doing so. and we will make ' 
no further attempts to contact you regarding this matter. 

If you have any questions related to this matter, please feel free to contact us at your 
convenience. 



RAK/sm 




ATLANTA AUSTIN BANGKOK BRUSSELS CHARLOTTE DALLAS HONGKONG KNOXVILLE 
LONDON MCLEAN MIAMI NEW YORK NORFOLK RALEIGH RICHMOND SINGAPORE WASHINGTON 

www.hunton.com 
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DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship is as stated below next to my name; 

I believe that I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) 
or an original, first and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter 
which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS METHQDS AND DEVICES 



the specification of which: 



□ is attached hereto. 

was filed on: May 6. 2005 



as United States Application No.: 10/534.055 

or PCT International Application No.: 

and was amended on: 



(if applicable). 



I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-Identified 
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to 
above. 

I acknowledge the duty to discJose information which is material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 1 

Prior Foreign Appllcation(s) 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119(a)-(d) or (f), or § 365(b) 
of any foreign application (s) for patent, inventor's or plant breeder's rights certificate^), or 
§ 365(a) of any PCT international application which designated at least one country other than 
the United States of America, listed below and have also Identified below by checking the box, 
any foreign application (s) for patent, inventor's or plant breeder's rights certificate(s), or any 
PCT international application having a filing date before that of the application on which priority 
ie claimed: 



Application 
Number 


Country 


Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 


Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 


Priority Claimed 


PCT/US03/00285 


PCT 


25, March, 2003 




Yes G3 


No n 










Yes □ 


No □ 










Yes □ 


No □ 
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Prior Provisional Application^) 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) of any United States provisional 
application (s) listed below: 



Application 
Number 


Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 


60/424,942 


8, November, 2002 











Prior United States Application^) 

j 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of any United States application(s), or 
§ 365(c) of any PCT international application designating the United States of America, listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not 
disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 
35 U.S.C. § 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as defined in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national 

or PCT international filing date of this application: 



Application 
Number 


Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 


Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 





















And I hereby appoint, both Jointly and severally, with full power of substitution and 
revocation, to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith the Hunton & Williams LLP attorneys and agents 
associated with: 



Customer Number 

21967 



All correspondence and telephone communications should be addressed to: 



Customer Number 

21967 



corresponding to the law firm of Hunton & Williams LLP; intellectual Property Department; 
1900 K Street, N.W.; Suite 1200; Washington, DC 20006-1109; telephone number (202) 955- 
1 500; facsimile number (202) 778-2201 . 



HUNTON ft WILLIAMS LLP 
Intellectual Property Department 
1600 It Street, H.W. 
Suite laoo 
Washington, DC 20000-1100 
(202) 059-1300 (telephone): (202) 776-2201 (taealmlle) 



P«90 2 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine and imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 



NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR: 



(~~| A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



George P. 



Family Name 

or Surname 



(first and middle (if any)) 
Citizenship: US 
Residence; Santa Monica, CA 

Mailing Address: 325 16 th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90402-2217 



TplTELBAUM 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



Samuel M. 



Family Name 
or Surname 



(first and middle (if any)) 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Newport Beach, CA 

Mailing Address: 231 S Arbutue Street, Newport Beaoh, CA 92660 



SHAOLIAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



Thanh Van 



(first and middle (if any)) 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Irvine, CA 

Mailing Address: 4752 Roxbury Drive, Irvine, CA 92604 



Family Name 
or Surname 



NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



Family Name 
or Surname 



(first and middle (if any)) Frank 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Superior, CO 

Mailing Address: 1995 E. Coalton Road, #77-203, Superior, CO 80027 



NGUYEN 



KUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 
Intellectual Property Department 
1900 K Street, N.W, 

Suttetsoo 

(202) 856-1500 (ttlaphoro*); (202)778-2201 (faealmUl) 



Page 3 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature Date _____ 

Given Name Family Name 

(first and middle (if any)) ToV. or Surname PHAM 

Citizenship: US 

Residence: Trubuco Canyon, CA 

Mailing Address: 28422 Pueblo Drive, Trubuco Canyon, CA 92679 

NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

Signature ______ Date 

Given Name Family Name J 

(first and middle (if any)) Vincent or Surname DIVINO, Jr. 

Citizenship: US 

Residence: Mission Viejo, CA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Muela, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

Signature m ______ Date 

Given Name Family Name 

(first and middle (If any)) Michael R. or Surname HENSON 

Citizenship; US 

Residence: Coto de Casa, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Prasea, Coto de Casa, CA 92679 



HUNT ON & WJUUAMS UUP 

Intellectual Property Department 
1000 K Stroet, N,W. 
Suit* 1300 
Washington, DC 2P0OO-11OO 
(202) DflMfiOO (telephone); (202) 770-2201 (f »ceJm»*) p oQ0 4 
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ATTACHMENT 2 





RJNTON& 
WILLIAMS 




«MHucwnuagrterr,N .a * atiawya . gboaqia • Jrao«:« a 
641JTF33 — — 

^Erank Nguyen ==aS *^V 
J? C oalton R< 
Supe?!%C£> 8002! 




:cfad, #77 V\ 



>: 
i 

li 
J 

■« 
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m Complete (tarns 1 r 2, and 3. Also complete 
Hem 4: If Restricted Delivery is desired. 

* Print your name, and address on the reverse 
so that we can return the card to you. 

■ Attach this card to the back of the. mallpiece, _ 
or on the front If space permits. 

1. Article Addressed to: 

3w perior* to 



i 

i 



ixmwi t n. mi* bU.noN on t*Lt n'L n\ 


A Received: by fPto^se Print Oearfy) 

• 


B. Date of Delivery 

• 


C. Signature 




X 


n Agent 




□ Addressee 



D. le delivery addreee different from Item 17 □ Ye* 
if YES, enter delivery address below: □ No 



3* . Qepftoe type 

<Q Certified Mail & Express Mail , 

C Registered . Q Return Receipt for Merchandise 

□ insured Molt □ C.O.D. • 

4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) .□ Yes 



1 G2595-0O- M -0952 
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DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, poet office address and citizenship is as stated below next to my 

name; 

, be „eve the, I ? **^*5r*,S SE^JTS 

5S2. Tl^STrfr^. Patent „ se^t or rhe invention 

entitled: 

TRANSPED.CULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 

the specification of which: Q is attached hereto. 

S was filed on; May 6, 2005 

as United States Application No.: 10/534,055 
or PCT International Application No.: 



and was amended on: 



(i1 applicable). 



, h .,„h„ state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above- 
iaentifled specHioeTon rncLina the Cairns, as amended by any amendment spacf.ca.ly 
referred to above. 

, acknowledge the doty to disclose information which is material to patentabiiity as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

Prior Foreign Application(s) 
I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. oi - W. or 

rSSS' °" «S = ^ 
□ate before that of the application on which priority Is cla.med: 



Application 
Number 

PCT/US03/09285 



Country 
PCT 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 

25, March, 2003 



Date of Issue 
{day, month, year) 



Priority Claimed 
No □ 
No □ 




Yes 

Yes □ 
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Application 
Number 



Country 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 




Date of Issue 
(day, month, year! 



Priority Claimed 



Prior Provisional Application(s) 

, hereby claim the banefit under 35 U.S.C. 8 119(e) of any 
provisional applications) listed below: 

Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 



United States 




Application 



60/424,942 


6, November, 20G2, 




" i 







Prior United States Application(s) 

this application is not d ' sc,os ^^/", th J P^siTz , acknowledge the duty to disclose 
provided by the first P»™0«Ph * 1 56(a) which occurred between the filing 

^ ^ IMe ' nali0n9 ' ,i,in9 0< 

application; 

Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 




Application 
Number 



Dote of Filing 
(day. month, year) 




^^^^ 

&K££f he P r P ewr;, "nunton . » UP attorneys and agents 
associated with: 1 ~" 1 



Customer Number 
21967 



All correspondence an d telephone communication s should be addressed to: 



Customer Number 

21967 
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«Hi rta to the law firm of Hunton & Williams liP; Intellectual Property Department; 
^TK?.;tu^200: Washington, DC 200060109; telephone number (202) 
955-1500; facsimile number (202) 778-2201. 

, he ,eb V dedare that a., statement* ^gf"^ ^Te'^VandTuX'! 
th at a., statements made ™ statements and 

Ih3 ' S "tUX^n^t. c, both, under 1 5 USC 

"t 00^ and that such willful M» .«t.m.m. may jeeps-due me val.ony c, in. 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 



NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST INVENTOR: □ A p*«,n has bean M <o, ,hU unsfcned inventor 



Sisnature ^ D - 

a V Family Name 

Given Name r««ma P or Surname TEITELBAUM 

(first and middle (if any)) George r. 

Citizenship: us 

Residence- Santa Monica, CA 

Mailing Address: 325 1 6* Street, Santa Monica, CA 90402-221 7 

...wrwTnn. n A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR. l_J ~ 



Date 

Signature — • " ~~ k . M 

Family Name 

Given Name c ««™.b1 M or Surname SHAOLIAN 

(first and middle (if any)) Samuel M. 

Citizenship: us 

Residence: Newport Beach, CA 

Mailing Address: 2315 Arbutus Street, Newport Beach, CA 92660 

r~l A oetition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 
NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: U pexmon na5 

Date — 

Si9natore Family Name 

Given Name or Surname NGUYEN 

(first and middle (if any)) Thanh van 

Citizenship: us 
Residence: Irvine, CA 

Mailing Address: 4752 Roxbury Drive, Irvine, CA 92604 

HUNTON ft WILUAMS UP 

lrn«U«ii»1 P»optrry Pflp»rtm«ni 
1900 K €Vf«tr N.W» 
Sufts 17DO 

WMbfoOtun. OC 30006-1109 p fl0 e 3 

<202) 95^1&00*^phon 4 ); 1202) 77A-2201 iUe.lmtt.) 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: □ A peilflon has been filed for this unelened inventor 
Signature — Date 



Given Name Fami, V Name PUAM 

(first and middle (If any)) ToV. or Surname PHAM 

Citizenship: US 

ResMenoe: Trabuco Canyon. CA 

Mailing Address: 28422 Pueblo Drive, Trabuco Canyon. CA 92679 

NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: □ * petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

Date - 



Signature _ 

%Sl$Z*.a.W. V,nc.n« SSKSr DtVINO, Jt. 

Citizenship: US 

Residence: Mission VIejo, CA 

Mailing Addroo* 24436 Muela, Mission Viej'o, CA 92692 

NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 

Signature — Dat6 

rfl'rSaSfmlddledfany)) Michael R. ofsittT' HENSON 

citfeeninip: ub 

Residence: Goto de C&6a, CA 

Mailing Address; 2 Via Presea, Coto de Casa, CA 92679 



HUNTON I VALUAMS It* 
tnUIWvtual Property Oep«rtm»rt4 

fM%4 1200 

W*>t>msioa PC zpqomig* 
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Attorney Docket No.: 64118.000192 



DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As the below named inventor, l hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship is as stated below next to my 



name; 



I beneve , ha t I am the original, first and sole inventor (If only one name is listed 
b e,oJ o^rWinal, firs, and ^inventor £ plu re, names are ste ^o, the 
subject matter wntch is cieimec enc .c, vv.„cr: c p c i&... 
entitled: 

TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 



the specification of which: Q is attached hereto. 

[3 was filed on: M»y 6- 2005 

as United States Application No.: 10/534,055 
or PCT International Application No.: 



and was amended on: 



(if applicable). 



■ hBiahv state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above- 
referred to above- 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

Prior Foreign Application(s) 

piaiu t»«v. * ,.,uuu r^rinri+v/ is n a med: 



Application 

Number 


Country 


Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 


Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 


Priority ( 


Claimed 


PCT/US03/09285 


PCT 1 


25, March, 2003 




Yes Eg 


No □ 










Yes | 1 


No □ 
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Application 
Number 



Country 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 




Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 



Priority Claimed 



Prior Provisional Application(s) 



, h ereby Cairn the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 5 119(e) of 
provisional application**) listed below: 



any United States 



Application 
Number 



60/424,942 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 



& ; Novembei, 2002 




Prior United States Application^) 



. Q|; ., «t r l 120 of any United States 
I hereby claim the benef,t D ^ de / +A ^ tion a| application designating the United 
applications), or § 365(c) of any PCT J^^^SL of each of the claims of 
Spates of America, listed below and msof ar as th ^ b J^m Iic8tlon in the manner 
this application it not disclose Mr the pnor Unrted ^ cknowle P d P ge the duty to disclose 
provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.&..V-. . ^ OCC urred between the filing 

z: r oi ^rip^^^* ° r pct jmernat ' ,onal fiUn9 date of 5 

application: 



Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 

(day, month, year) 





Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 



S3 

associated with: 



Customer Number 

21967 



AH correspondence and te.ephone communications should be addressed to: 




Ptgc 2 
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, Hereby dectate M ^rM^W^ 2 
all statements made on inform* *n«*ta ^SmKZE statements and the like so made 
statements wete made with the ^knowtedge 18 v s c § 10m , and that such 

thereon. 



NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has Deen filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



Fsrniiy Nemfc 
or Surname 



Signature 

Given Name a aa .. i1 b 

(first and middle (il snyj) George r . 

Citizenship: uS 

»p K irU>nee> Santa Monica, CA 

326 1 «" S,reel ' San,S M °™ C3 ' ** 90402 ' 22 



TElTELBAUlVi 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 




□ a petition has been filed for ihis unsigned inventor 



Dale 

Signature Family Name 

Gh/en Neme R . mile i »* or Surname 

(first and middle (if any)) Samuel m. 

Citizenship: US 

Residence:' Newport Beach, CA 

Mailing Address: 231 5 Arbutus Street. Newport Beach, CA 92660 



SHAOUAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 




□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Thanh Van 



Signature 

Given Name . 
(first and middle (if any)) 

Citizenship: us 
Resident Irvine, CA 

Mailing Address: 4752 Rcxbury Drive, Irvine, CA 92604 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surneme 



NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR: 



□ a petition has been filed lor this unsigned inventor 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



Signature 
Given Name 

(firet and middle (if any)) FranK 
Citizenship: us 

T£7cZ on Road, #77-203. Superior. CO 80027 

H UNION * WUJOAMS HP 
lnltllV€OMl Pw»^1y P#p*rt«»M 
1BQO K N.W. 
SvHm 1200 
Wohtopton, DC ?»0IM1« . 



NGUYEN 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: □ * pennon has Peen filed for thio unsigned inventor 
signature — — Date • 



Given Name _ m Family Name 

(first and middle (If any)) To V. or Surname P m aw 

Citizenship: US 

Resli lenoe: Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Mailing Address: 28422 Pueblo Drive, Trabuco Canyon, CA 82679 

NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 

Date 



Signature - „ « ■ — 

Given Name Name nlvtwo Jf 

(first and middi* (If *r,y): Vincent or Surname DIVINO. Jl< 

Cltizonship: US 

Residence: Mission Viejo, CA 

Mailing Addrooe: 24436 Mueta, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Signature 



Date 



Given Name Family Neme 

(first and middle (If any)) Michael R. or surname HENSON 

CHIzonehlp: US 

Residence: Coto de Case, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Coto de Casa, CA 92679 



HUiftON ft WV-LIAttg LLP 

l&OOKCtnwL N.W. 
fetJU 1300 

Wwfrooton, PC lot p . 
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Attorney Docket No.: 641 1 8.0001 92 

DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

e 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship is as stated below next to my 

name; 

I believe that I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed 
' oeueve i inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the 

below) or. an original., first O no loinx im© r p 0 uoht or the invention 

subject matter Whicn is claimed enc ,c, wn.cr. «= p-ien. u -cucr. 

entitled: 

TRANSPED.CULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 

the specification of which: □ is attached hereto. 

^ was filed on: May 6. 2005 — 

as United States Application No.: 



10/534.056 



or PCT International Application No.: 
and was amended on: __ 



(if applicable). 



I herebv state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above- 
identlfle. ' Including the claims, as amended by any amendment specially 
referred to above- 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. 



Prior Foreign Application (e) 



I he ,eby claim foreign priority benefits under 3B U.S.C. 5 S I IWJHdMjr m. or 
M of anv foreign application(s) for patent. Inventor's or plant breeder s r ohts 
certHfca els) or I 366 W of any PCT international application which designated at leas, 
" ~Z i™ other than the United States of America, listed below and have also 
wTntmed below by cnecking the box. any foreign application!*) for patent inventor s or 
Plant breeder^ rights certificate,*), or any PCT international application havrng a Mng 
j .1,., „f th« aDolication on which priority Is claimed: 



Application 
Number 


Country 


Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 


Date of Issue 
(doy, month, year) 


Priority < 


Claimed 


PCT/US03/09285 


PCT 


25, March, 2003 




Yes g| 


No 


u 








• 


Yes 1 1 


No 
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Application 
Number 


Country 


Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 









Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 



Priority Claimed 



Yes 



□ No □ 



Prior Provisional Application(s) 

, hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) of 
provisional applications) listed below: 



any United States 



Application 
Number 




60/424,942 



Date of Filing 
(d ay, month, year) 

S, Nov«mbei. 2005, 





Prior United States Application(s) 

application(s), or 8 P ^ ofar as tne sub ject matter of each of the cle.ms of 

States of Amenca, luffed ^low and .nsofar *s J app1ication In the manner 

this application » not d ' sc ^ osed h J ^ ° r § m , ackno wledge the duty to disclose 
provided by the first WW*****?"?? § n 56 (a) which occurred between the filing 

srs - pct internat ' ,onai filing date oi this 

application: 

Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 




Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 

(day, month, year) 



^T^T^nt, both ^^^^JTbS^^K 3 

associated with: | CUSTOMER NUMBER 

21967 



All 



correspondence and telephone communications should be addressed to: 



Customer Number 

21967 

„, W |I imh i. ;■■!■> I'll * Jn 1 



Page 2 
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thereon. 

^. = e idct n A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

N AWE OF SOLE OR FIRST L-J " 

INVENTOR: 

^ Date • 

Sisnstur6 ' r^H 1BM11( 

Giver, Name ^« r «« P or Sumim TEITELBAUM 

(first and middle (ii anyj) George F . 

Citizenship: us 

Residence- Santa Monica. CA 

Mailing Address: 325 16* Street, Santa Monica, CA 90402-2217 

NAM E OF SECOND INVENTOR: Fl A petition has been filed for thb. «M ^ntnr 



Date — 

5l9nS,UrC " ^Name 

Given Name * mu .i m or Surname SHAOUAN 

(first and middle (if any)) Samuel nn. 

'Citizenship: us 
Residence- Newport Beach, CA 

Mailing Address: 231 5 Arbutus Street, Newport Beach, CA 92660 

NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: □ A petition has beenfiled forth* nnsioned inventor 



Date ; 

SiSnBt r ~ F^Name 

Given Name . „ KX/ __ or Surname NGUYEN 

(first and middle (II any)) Thanh Van or sumBTO 

Citizenship: us 
Residence: Irvine, CA 

Mailing Address: 4752 Roxbury Drive, Irvine, CA 92604 

NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has Oeen Wed for thi. unsigned Uwantor 

Dst^ ... 

Si 9 nature ■ t^Name 

Given Name or Surname NGUYEN 

(first and middle (if any)) Frank 

Citizenship: us 
Residence - Superior, CO 

Mailing Address: 1995 E. Coalton Road, #77-203, Superior. CO 80027 

H UNION ft WTLUAMfi LLP 
lnt«ll actual PropwtV PiPfrtmnt 
1900 K 54n«4, N.Wa 

Wj*hl*0MWl, DC 2OO0M10O p^p a 

(WJ> 856-1600 (i«l«phort»); «»2l77O-»01 <Uwirt*l#) 
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NAME OF FIFTH I NVENTOR; □ A petition has been filed for this unslened inventor 

Date \Q- ?%- # 




Signature 

srJ&««> tov. sasr ™*» 

Cltlznnshlp: US 

Resilience: Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Mailing Address: 28422 Pueblo Drive, Trabuco Canyon, CA 82679 

NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

Signature — Date ■ 

Given Neme „ Fa fftH^ DIVINO Jr 

(fifrt end middle flf any); Vlncem or Some me DWKO.Jf. 

Citbonehip: US 

Residence: Mission Viejo, CA 

Moiling Address: 24436 Muela, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: □ A petiUon has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 
Signature Date 



Given Name Family Name 

(first IS I middle (if any)) Michael R. or Surname HENSON 

CUtefcnshlp: US 

Residence; Coto de Casa, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Coto de Casa, CA 92679 



MtMTON • WV-UM*S 1 LP 
IntftUrcUttl Property btp*rtm*M 

fruit* 1790 

w»»wneto»>.pcjwx»-iio» _ 

(J W ) s»M too (lM«*>0/»): <»J) 77MW1 (f*e»br»»J ""9" * 



. ■ 4 » JUN-OB-06 16:19 From.HUNTON & WILLIAMS 



4048884190 



T-869 P. 28/35 Job-260 



Attorney 



Docket No.: 64118.000192 



DECLARATION AND POWER OP ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As the below named Inventor, I hereby declare that: 



name; 




My residence, post office address end oHIsenahip Is as stated be,ow ne,t to my 
, be.ieve that I em the f^^^Zl^Z Swathe 

"Transped.cular intervertebral d,sk access methods and devices 

a7 Unlied States Applicat.on No.: 10/534,Obb 
or PCT International Application No.: 
and was amended on: 

, ne[e by state that I have reviewed and understand the = ,s the ^ove- 
identified .specification, including the clean., as amended by 
referred to above. 

, ackn0 w,ed fl e the duty ,o disciose information which Is materia, to patentab.lrty as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. 

Prior Foreign Application!*) 

■ ok iic r Si I19(a)-(d) or (f), or 
, herebY Cairn fo-e ia n priority benefrts ^ under 3 ^V'^ 'J^*,. ria n,s 

i 365 (M of any foreign »PP™' S <° Ration which designated at least 
certificate(s). or 5 365(e) of any PCT ' nte ~ a ;^ ica , listed belo w end have also 
one country other then the Un.ted State o Am g) ^ patent> jnven1or s 0 r 

identified below international application having e fling 

ST XZ* - - ^:~o'n°which V priority is Calmed: 



Application 
Number 



PCT/US03/09285 



Country 
PCT 



Data of Filing 
(da y, month, year) 

25, March, 2003 




Date of Issue 
(day, month, yeap 



priority C laimed 

No □ 

Yea C] No Q 



Yes 
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Application 

Number 



Country 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 



Date of Issue 
(day, month, ye*r) 





Priority Claimed 



Prior Provisional Application(s) 



l hereby claim the benefit under 
provisional application(s) listed below: 

Application 
Number 



35 U.S.C. S 119(e) of any United States 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 





60/424,542 



8. November 2002 




Prior United States Application(s) 



ik use § 1 20 of any United States 

' • h Tf V «BW c tnTpCT n ttemat.c U nal appfication des ifl natin 8 th. UnKed 
application(s), or § 365(c) ot any i subject matter of each of the cla.me of 

States of America, »*?J° g1 ™J^ application in the manner 

this application is not d.sclosed m ^ he pnor Unit a ackno ^S Q e tne duty t0 disclose 

provided by the first P*W*% * 1 ~ § y V 6 (a) which occurred between the filing 

s^sry.^^ ai fmn9 date of this 

application; 



Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 




Status - Patented, 
Pending » Abandoned 



7^^—^ both ioin,,y and VTZZ E 

associated with: ~ 



Customer Number 

21967 



All correspondence an d telephone communication s should be addressed to: 



Customer Number 
21967 

i n mmi * 



Page 2 
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thereon. 

NAME OF BOLE OR FIRST LJ ^ 

INVENTOR: 

Date 

Sionature _ — — ; ~, 

Fe mils' Nome iewr . 1Elllk . 
Given Nsmt „ ^^ y#ir P or &ur*em« TEITELBAUW 

(first and middle (II any)) George r . 

Citizenship; US 

Residence- Santa Monica, CA 

Mailing Address: 325 16" Street, Santa Monica, CA 90402-2217 

NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: H A petition has mm filed for this unrimd invantor 



Date 

Stanoture — FaTn^Name 

Given Name Samuel M. or Surname SHAOUAN 

(first and middle (if eny» a»amuei no. 

Citizenship: US 

Residence:' Newport Beach, CA 

Wlainnfl Afloress: 2315 Arbutus Street. Newport Beach, CA 92660 

NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for Mt .msinned inventor 

Date » , — 

Signature ■ ■ 7 ~ 

' . . Family Name 

Given Name _ # nrc;,,msmp NGUYEN 

(first and middle (If any)) " Thanh Van or Surname 

Citizenship: us 
Residence: Inrfne, CA 

Mailing Address: 4752 Roxbury Drive, Irvine, CA 92604 

NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR; □ A petition has been filed for tub unsigned inventor 



Date 

Signature „ ■ - — — - 7 ~ . 

* _ . Family Name 

Given Name or Sur y n8me NGUYEN 

(first and micdle (if any)) rran* 

Citizenship: us 

Residence: Superior, CO . _ 

Mailing Address: 1995 E. Coalton Road, #77^203, Superior, CO 80027 



HIM70N I W0J-1AM8 LLP 
i*t»u*eniaJ Prt>D*rty DopArtUfftt 

sun« 1200 

WjfchlnartOrt. DC JCCDM1W t p<e» 3 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

Date 



Signature 

Given Name Family Name 

(first and middle (If any)) To V, or Surname PHAM 

Citizenship: US 

Residence: Trubuco Canyon, CA 

Mailing Address: 2W22 Pueblo Drive, Trubuco Canyon, CA 92679 

NAME OF SIXTH INVENJOR: / ' □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

y.- ^ ^ Dale 
Signature ■ 4 - c ■ ^ , 

r^wnn N^me ^ Family Name 

SaSdieefany)) Vincent or Surname DIV.NO, Jr. 

Citizenship; US 

Residence: Mission Viejo, CA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Muela, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

Date 



Signature . 

Given Name family Name UI=M „ M 

(first and middle frf any)) Michael R. or Surname HENSON 

Citizenship: US 

Residence: Colo de Casa, OA 

Moiling Address: 2 Via Presea. Coto de Casa, CA 92679 



HUNTOtJ * WlUUAMt LLP 

inielJccttMl Property o»p«rtm^t 
1000 K Street, 
&.IW12PO 
WAitac*™. DC 20O06-11» 
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Attorney Docket No.; 64118.000192 

DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As the below named Inventor, I hereby declare that: 

, ... „ D Kin ic as stated below next to my 

My residence, post office address and crtaensh.p « as 

name ' • r *or4 

, beUeve that I am the ^ M E*-^ 

entitled: _„„^_ e 
TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL D.SK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 

the specimen of WHICH: ft^jTSk*** -—5 

£ United Statee Application No.: 10/534,055 

or PCT International Application No.: - ^ 

and was amended on: 

, hereby state that , have reviewed and understand the cojj^ the^bove- 
identified specification, including the cla.ms, a* amended by any 
referred to above. 

, ac.nowlac.ge ,He duty to disclose information which is materia, to pa,en,ab,„ty as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1-56. 

Prior Foreign AppHcation(s) 

, he ,eby Calm foreign ^»£>^£^'J bieal^ " flh« 

I 365(b) of any foreign applioationis o patent, .nv ^ de6ignated „ le86t 

certiflcate(s), or I 365(a) of any PCT ««•'"«» Am ^ iea , , isted below and have also 
one country other than the Unned Xp^Ms) for patent, inventor a or 

identified below by checking *e b °x. any '°™« n P^^, app , icat !on having a t.l.ng 




Application 
Number 



PCT/US03/09286 



Date of Filing 
(day , month, year) 

25, March. 2003 



Date of Issue 
(day, month, yeari 




Yes 



□ 



Priority Claimed 

Yes 



No D 
No □ 
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Application 
Number 



Country 



Date of Filing 
(day. month, year| 



Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 



Priority Claimed 




Prior Provisional Application(s) 



, Hereby claim the under 36 U.S.C § 119(e) of 

provisional applications) listed below: 



any United States 



Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 
{day, m onth, year) 




Prior United States Application^) 



^ ™ use § 120 ol any United States 
, nereby claim the benefit under Jfc U.S ^ designating the United 

this application is not disclose dm the pr ackno wledge the duty to disdow 

provided by the first P*W** !* *f § n 56 M which occurred between the f.l.ng 

Err" pct " ional ™ in9 date 

application: 



Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 
(day, m onth, year) 



Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 



revoca^n, to prosecute ^ h ^ LLP att ° rneYS "* 

Trademark Office connected herewith the nu 

associated with: 



All correspondence and telephone co 



mmunications should be addressed to: 



Customer Number 

21967 



Page 2 
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, hereb y decide M all >»^&™^^^^m££ 
thereon. 



NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR: 

Signature 

Given Name _ c . 

(first and middle (H any)} George p , 

Citizenship: us 

Residence: Santa Monica, CA 

Mailing Address: 325 16* Street, Santa 

NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 



Signature 
Given Name 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Date 



Family Neme 
or 5umeme 



TBBTBUBAUM 



r 



Monica, CA 90402-2217 

|~l A petition has been Tied for ihis unsianed inventor 



Date 



Family Name 
or Surname 



(firat end middlft (if any)) Samuel M. 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Newport Beach, CA 

Mailing Addre«: 231 5 Arbutus Street, Newport Beach, CA 92660 



SHAOUAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for ftfe unsianed inventor 



Sis nature 

Given Name _. ... 

(first and middle (if any)) Thanh Van 

Citizenship: US 
Residence: Irvine, CA 

Mailing Address: 4752 Roxbury Drive, Irvine, CA 92604 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 
Family Name 



or Surname 



Signature 
Given Name 

(first and middle (if any)) FranK 
Citizenship: us 

Residence: Superior. CO 

Mailing Address: 1995 E. Coalton Road. #77-203, Supenor, CO 80027 

H UNION 4 WILUAM6 LU» 
InttUtctial Ptop«rty C*P*rt«»nt 
1900 K Wf»«W 

{202)fl»-ie00 (tcliyhw); 1202)77**201 (fpc*fl*l>> 



NGUYEN 



PW3 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition ties been filed for thie unsigned Inventor 



Signature 



Date 



ToV. 



Family Name 
or Surname 



Given Name 
(first and middle (if any)) 

Citizenship: US 

Residence: Trubuco Canyon, CA 

28422 Pueblo Drive, Trubuco Canyon, CA 92679 



PHAM 



Mailing Address: 
NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: 



P~ A petition nas been filed for this unsigned invemc 



Signature 

Given Name 



Date 



(first and middle (if any)) Vincent 

CitizenEhip: US 

Residence: Mission Viejo, CA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Mueia, Mission Viejo, CA 82692 



Family Name 
or Surname 



DIV1NO, Jr, 




NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: 



Signature 
Given Name 



Q a petition has teen filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



(first and middle (if any)) Michael R. 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Coto de Casa, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Coto de Casa, CA 9267B 



Family Name 
or Surname 



HENSON 



HUNT ON I WIU.WW5 iXP 
WtllectuH Property l>opwMnciil 
1800 X gtf#»V HW. 
Suit* HOC 
V4*Mt*m DC 20OOi^1M 
1202) «5-15flfl {tiWphor* \i (201) 778-4*01 (ftCV Wta) 



06/06/2006 16:13 FAX 5712730459 



USPTO/PCT LEGAL 



(2)001 



*** RX REPORT *$* 



RECEPTION OK 



TX/RX NO 

RECIPIENT ADDRESS 

DESTINATION ID 

ST. TIME 

TIME USE 

PGS. 

RESULT 



5911 

4048884190 

06/06 16:05 
08'34 

35 
OK 
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Job-259 



HUNTON& 
WILLIAMS 



FAX 



TO 



FROM 



MESSAGE 



NAME 
FIRM 



FAX NO.: 
PHONE NO.: 

PAGES (INCLUDING COVER): 
ORIGINAL TO FOLLOW IN MAIL: 

NAME: 



DIRECT DIAL; 

In re Application Of: 
Application No.: 
Filed: 
Title: 



600 PEACHTRHE STREET. N.E. 
SUITE 4100 
ATLANTA, GA 30308 

TEL 404 • 888 • 4000 
VAX 404 * 602 «9050 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
MAIL STOP PCT 

Office of PCT Legal Administration 

571-273-0459 



37 

□ Yes El No 

Robert A. King, Esq. 

404-888-4136 
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TEITELBAUM et al. Examiner: Unassigned 

10/534,055 Art Unit: Unassigned 

May 6, 2005 Docket No.: 64118.000192 

TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS 
METHODS AND DEVICES 



The following documents are transmitted via facsimile in connection with the above- 
referenced patent application: 

1 . Renewed Petition Under 37 C.F.R. 1 .47(a) (4 pgs.) 

2. Declaration of Robert A. King, Esq., including Attachments 1 -2 (12 pgs.) 

3. Copies of executed Declarations (20 pgs.) 



IF PROBLEM WITH TRANSMISSION, PLEASE CONTACT OPERATOR AT 404 • 888 • 4027. 

OPERATOR 

date: June 6, 2006 

CLIENT/MATTER NO.: 64118.000192 

This communication is confidential and is intended to be privileged pursuant to the attorney-client privilege and the work- 
product doctrine. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to 
deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by 
telephone, and return the original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service. 
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Patent 

Attorney Docket No. 64118.000192 

Customer No. 21967 



THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Title: TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL ) 
DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES ) 



In re Patent Application of: 

TEITELB AUM et al 
Serial No.: 10/534,055 
Filed: May 6, 2005 



Group Art Unit: Unassigned 
Examiner: Unassigned 



Confirmation No. 2702 



RENEWED PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a) 



MAIL STOP PCT 

Commissioner for Patents 

Office of PCT Legal Administration 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a) and M.P.E.P. § 409.03(a) and (d), Applicants hereby 



petition the Commissioner to accept its U.S. Application Serial No. 10/534,055 absent an Oath or 
Declaration signed by all named inventors. Joint inventors George P. Teitelbaum, Samuel M. 
Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson have 
signed Declarations. 

Inventor Frank Nguyen is a nonsigning inventor, notwithstanding repeated and diligent 
efforts to obtain his signature by the entity to which an assignment of the application is owed, 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek, and by whom the inventor was employed at the time of invention. 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek owns SDGI Holdings. Inc. which is the holding company to which 
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HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 
BANK OF AMERICA PLAZA 
SUITE 4100 



ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30308-1216 



TEL 
FAX 




May 18, 2006 



ROBERT A- KINO 

DIRECT DIAL: 404-888-4136 
EMAIL: rking9huntoft.eom 



VTA CERTIFIED MAIL 



FILE NO: 64118.000192 



RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Frank Nguyen 

X995 E. Coalton Road, #77 

Superior, CO 80027 

Re: U.S. Patent Application No. 10/534,055 
National Phase of PCT/US03/09285 

Entitled: 'Transpedicular Intervertebral Disk Access Methods and Devices" 
Dear Mr, Nguyen: 

We are counsel for Medtronic Sofamor Danek. We write to ask that you execute the enclosed 
Declaration by signing and dating it in the spaces indicated, and that you return it to us in the 
envelope provided. Your signature on the Declaration verifies that you are a co-inventor in the 
above-referenced patent application, which was filed with the Patent Office on May 6, 2005. 
Further, your signature acknowledges that you are aware of your responsibility before the 
Patent Office to provide a copy of any information of which you become aware that may be 
considered relevant to the patentability of the invention. For your convenience, we enclose 
another copy of the application. We will need to file a copy of the executed Declaration with 
the Patent Office as soon as possible. 

Your signature on the attached U.S. Postal Service return receipt postcard verifies that this 
letter has been forwarded to your correct mailing address. Therefore, your failure to sign, date, 
and return the Declaration indicates that you have no intention of doing so, and we will make 
no further attempts to contact you regarding this matter. 

If you have any questions related to this matter, please feel free to contact us at your 
convenience. 



RAK/sm 




ATLANTA AUSTIN BANGKOK BRUSSELS CHARLOTTE DALLAS HONG KONG KNOXVlLLtf 
LONDON MCLEAN MIAMI NEW YORK NORFOLK RALEIGH RICHMOND SHMGaPORE WASHINGTON 

www.hunton. com 



4048884190 



SENDER: COMW t »£: I'HJS SECTION 



Complete Items. 1,2, and 3. AJso complete 
Item 4 If Restricted Delivery is desired. 
Print your name ahd address on the reverse 
go that we can return the card to you. 
Attach this card to the back of the maltplece. 
or on the front If spaoe permits. 



1. Article Addressed -to: 



Afr, frank tiw* , 

^Superior* tO SOOetH 



i 



A. Received- by (PU&ss Print Clearly) 



B* Date of Delivery 



» 



C Signature 

X 



□ Agent 

□ Addressee 



0. Is delivery address deferent from Hem 1? □ ^os 
if YES, enter delivery address below: □ No 




3. SepdceType 

lOCertlfled Mail Di Express Mali , 

O paflisterad Q Return Receipt for Metfehandtoo 

P insured Majl P C.O.P, - 



Restricted Derwery? (Extm F**>) 



j 2. Article Number (Copy from §eivice l^ej} , , m ^ ^ 
. P3 Form 381 1 , July 1S09 



"Ml 



iot 



• • • to _ * 



.1 



! 



JUN-06-06 15:55 FromtHUNTON & WILLIAMS 



4046884190 



T-868 P. 05 



Job-259 



Attorney 



Docket No.: 64118.000192 



DECLARATION A»0 POWEK O, ATTC « — APPUCATK* 

My tesi aence, post o«.ce addres, and ,s as 

name; . • .~^r rrf onlv one name is listed 

^SPBO-CULAB INTERVERTEBRAL D.SK ACC E SS METHODS A N D DEV.CES 



the specification of which: 



□ is attached hereto, 
g was filed on: MaiL6-20^ 
as United States Appiication No.; 
or PCT International Application No 
and was amended on: 



m/534.055_ 



(*rf applicable) 



referred to above. material to patentability as 

, acknowledge the duty to disclose information wh.ch - matena. 

defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1-56. 

Prior Foreign AppUcation(s) 

• ok NSC §§ 119(a)-(d) or (f), or 



Application 
Number 



PCT/US03/09286 



C ountr y 
PCT 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 

25, March, 2003 



Date of Issue 
(day, month, yeaO 



Priority C laimed 

Yes Igj I No D 

Yes QIno^D 
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Application 
Number 



Country 



Date ol Filing 
Iday. month, year^ 



Date of Issue 
(day. month, yeart 



priority Claimed 
Yea DTnoQ 



Prior Provisional AppUcation(s) 



USC- § 119(e) of 
. Hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.8.C 
pr ovisionTa?p«ication(s^ Hated below: _ 



any United States 



Application 
Nu mber 

60/424,942 



Date of Filing 
( dav, month, year) 

£, Novambet. 2002 




Prior United States A PP licatlon(8) 



or ,icr 6 120 of any United States 

L application « -**^,VMa 5 112,! "the fWng 

«r«x/irted bv the first paragrapn oi * 56( wn , c h occurred oexwej 

^inLmaticr ,as ^"^■.'pfcr u— on.. «*« — * 

date of the prior application ^ 

application: 



Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 
(day, m onth, yeat) 



Status - Patented. 
Pending. Abandoned^ 



z£ss=s - — - — 

associated with: ] q usto meR NUMBER 

21967 

• ^!«r.c should be addressed to: 
_. ^ a „d teleDhone communications snouio 
A || correspondence an d teiepnon* 

Customer Number 
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, hereby declare that all statements £l ved to be true; and further 

that e . statements made on information false statements and 

35 tLe r ~ J^^SM^^ ^ 
r«5>" end that such w...»ui t-ta. laments may ,eop=,o 
appUcatton or any paten, issuing thereon. 



NAME OFSOWORgSTJN^^ 



D a petition has been riled ror this unsigned inventor 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



Signature 

Given Name r lArnfl p 

(first end middle Itf any)) George r. 

l IC 

Citizenship: uo 

Residence: Santa Mon.ca, CA Monica CA 90402-2217 

_ • j ec . 326 16* Street, Santa Monica, t-A 
Mailing Address: 



TEITELBAUM 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 



p A petition hes been filed lor this unsigned inventor 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



Signature 

r, n .nTmidd,e (If any). Samuel M. 

Citizenship: US 

Newport Beach, CA S2660 

Mailing Address: 2313Mrom 



SHAOLIAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



Q A petition has been tiled for this unsigned inventor 




Signature 

STalSSddH (if any., Thanh Van 

Citizenship: US 

Irvine, CA 

Residence: ,rviM ' ^ . tnAn + cA 92604 

. , . m „ m 4752 Roxbury Dnve, Irvine, CA y^v 
Mailing Address. 



Date 
Family Name 

or Surnome 



NGUYEN 



MlW tON * W1LUAM5 UUP 

1SOO * auvtt. N.w, 
$uhv 1200 



pae« 3 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR 



□ A petition has been filed for tnis uneiened inventor 




Date 

Family Nam© 



or Surname i*rwm 



Signature 

Given Name _ v 

(first and middle (If any)) ToV. 

Cltlzonshtp: us < _ A 



NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 

Given Nem* 



Date 



$* e«T 'middle (if any): Vlrwem 
Crtttonshlp: US 
Residence: Mission ViejoCA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Muela, Mission Vieju, CA 62692 



Family Name 
cr Surname 



DIVINO, J(. 



NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: 



Q a petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Date _ 



Signature 

GIvenNamB ....„„, G 

(first and middle fif any)) Michael R. 

Citizenship: us 

Residence: Coto de Casa, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Coto de Casa, CA 92679 



Family Name 
or Surname 



HENSON 



bitatWciuol Prop»n> D#p*rtn*m 
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♦ 



Attorney 



Docket No.: 64118.000192 



DECLARATION ANO POWER OE ATTORNEY POR PATENT APPLICATION 

-a ir.vmntor I hereby declare that: 
As the below named inventor, i nerw y 



name; 



As the beiow t0 my 

My re sidence. post cilice address and ***** - » 

, bcli eve t h at I am *. f^^^Z^X 
; « «riainal first and ioint inventor ut piui e - ue i..+ c-r the hvention 

below) or. an original, rir-x . w Woh ft pstenl is e»Uor.. c. 

subject matter wnicti >e own.ec en- 

INTERVERTEBRAL O.SK ACCESS METHODS ANP P—S 

tne specification of whioh: @^^^5S^ 

„ United States Application No.: lO/534J)bJ> 
or PCT International Application No., 
and was amended on: _ 

defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

Prior Foreign AppHcation(s) 

j« « use §§ 119la)-W) or (f), or 
, hereby claim foreign priority ^r^J^.^^.. or plant breeder's rights 
S 366 b) of any foreign ap P lication(s \ <£^{ appSon wM* designated at least 
certificatels), or § 365(a) of any PCT J^™***,., „ ste d below and have also 
one country other than the Un.ted f n a J e f S ore 7 gn A app „ ca tion(s) for patent, .nventor s or 
identified below by checkUig ^;^ f °£? international application having a f.Ung 

s: « is c,aimed: - . 



Application 
Number 

PCT/US03/09286 



Dale ol Filing 
(day, month, year) 

25, March. 2003 



Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 



Priority Claimed 
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Application 
Number 



Country 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, yeart 



Date of Issue 
Iday, month, yeari 



Prior Provisional Application(s) 



m c r § 1 19le) of 

, hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 
proline? application.,) listed below. 



any United Siaies 



Application 
Number 



60M2A,S42 



Date of FHing 
( day, month, year) 

g. Novembei, 2002 




Prior United States AppUcation(s) 



oc 1 1 c r § 1 20 of any United States 

be 'of' ST^ST-P^ «« ™™« °' _^ 

application: 



Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 



Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 



~ " . lth fail Dower of substitution and 

■ InT^y^^^ 80d transact a business in the Patent and 

associated with: 



^.^otinns should be addressed to: 
A11 COIreS pondence end «lephonecornrnun,eat,ons 

Customer Number 

21967 i 
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a „ statements 1001. «- 

thereon. 

NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR*. 



D A pulton hes been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



f «rr»iiy Nsrr»* 

or Sumsrfie 



Signature 

Given KfsrTte George p. 
(first and middle (rfeny)i 

Clt&eroWp: US Kji^irta CA 

Santa Momca, 

Residence: , * „ Santa M onica, CA 90402^2217 
Mailing Address: 



TEJTELBAUW 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR 




Signature 

Given Name w « Samuel M. 

(first and middle (if any)) 

Citizenship: US . CA 

Residence; Newport .each, CA 92660 

wailing Address: ^ 



n a petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

Date Jo^J^B. 

XT SHAOUAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVEN 




D A petrtion he, been it* for this unsigned inventor 

10 -/*?-<3£T 



Signature 

Given Name Thanh Van 

(first and middlo Of anyj) 

Citizenship: US QA 

*** ca 92604 

Mailing Address. 



Date 

Family Name V _ N 
or Surneme NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR*. 



Q A petition has been fled lor this unsigned investor 



Oate 

Family Name wqUYEN 
dt Surname ^ u 

■ 



Signature 

Given Name . Frank 

(first and mtadle (" 

US 

Citizenship: » . 

R ^ 6nCe: ST Son Road, #77-203, Superior. CO 80027 

Mailing Address: ° 

lnt»lltct«) P^P***?*^ 

Suite 120^ 
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uiticuTnB- □ A petition has been filed tor mis uneianed inventor 

NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: U « 



Date 



Signature — ■ Family Nemo 

Given Name _ ^ or Surname PHAW 

{first and middle (if any)) TOY. 

Cltlznnshlp: us 

Residence: Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Mailing Add,**, 28422 Pueblo Drive. Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679 

n A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 
NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR! □ 

Date 

Slgnnture ^Name 

Given , w,,,. c r< or Surname 01/1*0. 

(first and middle fit sr.y). Vincen. 

Cltttonsnlp; us 

Resilience: Mission Viejo. CA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Mueia, Mls 5 ,on V.ejo, CA 62602 

weutu lKlvP(JTO R. □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 

NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR. Ui * 



Pate 



s '9 n " tur€ • Family Name MI=M „ ON 

Given Name u - h . fl | R or Surname 

(first and middle (if any)) Michael R. 

Citizenship: US 

Residence: Coto de Casa, OA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Coto de Casa, CA 92679 



HUtfTON * WLUAJI^ LIP 
frutte 1300 
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Attorney 



Docket No.: 64118-000192 



r. ^ ATTnRMEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 
DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR 



My residence, pes, o«ice edd.ess and c te en.h.p - es 

INTERVERTEBRAL OiSK ACCESS METHODS ANO DEVICES 

the specification of which, g 

S United States Application No.. Jfiffi3ft-«— 
or PCT International Application No., 
and was amended on: . 

identified specification, including me 

re,erre ;::r::d 9 e *. » — — — * • p — ,,v - 

defined in 37 C.F.R. § 156. 

Prior Foreign AppUcatlon(s) 

» or u S C §§ 119(a)-(d) or (f)i or 
, her ebv claim foreign priority benefits under 35 JUjS-U. h 

certificate(s), or s ,, nhp j States of America, usieu u :,,v/ontor's or 



name; 




(M applicable). 



Application 
Number 



C ountr y 
PCT 



Date ol Filing 
(day, month, year) 

25, March, 2003 



Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 



Priority Claimed 


Yes ||_ 


No D 1 


Ives D_ 


No DJ 
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Application 
Number 



Country 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 



Date of 
(day, month # year) 



Priority Claimed 

Yes QTn°_Q 



Prior Provisional AppUcation(s) 



,„ m the benem under 36 O AC. I 1 1 »W 
pTO Jo£t^°^ ^ be, ° W: 



of any United States 



Application 
Number 



Date ol Filing 
(day, month, yea') 



£. Novembet, 200S^ 




Prior United States Appllcetion(s) 



„ ,,«., iwol any United States 

.ppncatlonls), or an Y d , inso far as the .^"^"f "t^tan in the manner 

States o Amenoa '^ close d in the prior United the duty ,o disclose 

this application » n0 * araon 0 f 35 U.S.C. 1112; ' aC u . ^ orcurred between the filing 

£5 HriSr ---- 

application: 



Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 
(day, m onth, year) 



Statue - Patented. 
Pending. A bandoned 



-J " Z with full power of substitution and 

associated with: j CUSTOMER NUMBER | 

21967 



All correspondence and telephone 



communications should be addressed to 
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3SE3: si sc - 

thereon. 



NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR: 



D a petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Signature 

Given NstTit 



Date 



Family Name 
or Surname 



TEITELBAUW 



(first end middle <rf any)^ 

i ic 

Citizenship; uo 

A . santa Monica, ^ yN _ - _ 

Re6ld ence. san cA 90402 . 2217 

Mailing Address: 3Zo lt> . 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 



n A petition has been filed for this unsionad inventor 



Date 

Family Neme 
or Surname 



Signature 

SffJSSU<»«#» Samuel M. 
Citizenship: Us 



SHAOLIAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for *h unsioned inventor 




Signature 

Cltfcenship: us 

Resident* JJJi^Ly Drive, Irvine, CA 92604 

Mailing Address: 4 ' no»w* 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR: 




Q A petition has been filed lor this unsigned inventor 

Date 

Family Name N 
or Surname NGUYEN 



Signature 

Given Name Pmnk 
(first and middle (M any)) FranK 

Citizenship: us 

Residence: Superior, CO Q UDer j 0r CO B0027 

Mailing Address: 1995 E. Coaltor, Road, #77-203, Suoenor, C 

huhion i wuj««ar 

Stlitt 

VWiKfafltort. DC „ .„- toi 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unfilled inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 




Date 




Family Name 
or Surname 



(first and middle (If any)) « ° v. 

GltlznnsMp: US 
» Trabuoo Canyon, CA 

*** *~ Trabu « ^ ca 98679 



PHAM 



NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR! 



Q A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 




Signature 

Cltoonahip: US 

Residence: Mission Vie o, GA 

Mailing Address: 2«*> Mte "° n V,ty °- CA 92692 



Date 

Fsmily Name 



DIVINO.Jr. 



NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 




Signature 

Of »nv» R- 

Citizenship: us 

Residence: Coto de Casa, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Coto de Casa, CA 92679 



Date 
Family Name 



Or Sumome HEN5UN 



iWOKttr^t H.W. 



P*©c4 
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AB „ nwD oc k «N0. ! 64118.000 l9 2 



E ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 
DECLARATION AND POWER °F ATTORNEY F 

• . I hM ebV declare that. 

~~ :::::: : — - — - - - <* 

Mv te s>d e nce, post 



MY ' es,u, = r . , isted 

name: • • , first and sole inventor 01 only one nan» 

, ba „eve that . err ; «« | — ■ « plural nam* - ^ted ^tvention 

subject meliei w 
entitled: 



ed ' n|SK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 

TBANSPED.CUUAR INTERVERTEBRAL D.SK 



2005 



x riis attached hereto, 
the specification of wh.ch. y ^ ^ on . j^*^^ ^634^ 

^pcTi^ 
and was amended on: ~ ^ 

ref erred to above. ^ js materiaI t0 patentable as 
I acknowledge the duty to d.sclose 
in edin37C.F.R.S1-^ 



Prior Foreign ApP«cation(s) 



defined 

Prior Foreign ^kf- 

136604 of any Wgjjn , Xan^T international apP 2~tXTS-«« and have also 

sS^fc- 1 



Application 
Number 

TET]uS03y09285 



C ountry 
PCT 



Date of Filing 
friay. month, year) 

25, March, 2003 



Date of Issue 
(d ay, month, yea n 



Priority Claimed 

Yes QJno_Q_ 
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Application 
Number 



Country 



Date of Filing 
{day. month, year) 



Data of Issue 
(day, month, ye art 



Prio rity Claimed 

Yes Q I No □ 



Prior Provisional Application^) 

U S C. § 119(e) of 
, hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 

p <oJo£t^°^ ,iSted be,OW! 

, — 7. 

month, 



any United States 




Prior United States Applications) 



o C i, cr §120 of any United States 
application*). °r an Y d , insofar as ^ nl ^XtTa P pl cation in the manner 

==:^i^- ~ ~ ^ — 

application: 



Application 
Number 



Date of Ring 
(day. m onth, yeari 



Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 



eseociated with: [ CUSTOMER NUMBER 

21967 



•„*+ir,nfi should be addressed to: 
o«h tPleDhone communications snouiu 
All correspondence an d telephone 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 

21967 i w2 
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wlllul false statements may p h 
thereon. 

NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR: 



q a petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



Signature 

Given Niamt 



George P 



Family Nem* 
or Surrcsmfe 



TElTELBAUh': 



Given ^.^.v 

rtirst and middle (it any), 

US 

cmzenship: w tl . rA 

£5* OA 90402-2217 
Mailing Address: 10 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR*. 



u. k*o« fiiPd for this unsloned inventor 
n A petition has fceen fileo tor in 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



Signature 

SS"JSffi-.«i«ffl Samuel «. 

I IS 

Citizenship: 00 
Mailing Address. 



SHAOUAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



Q A petition ha* been AM for *i* .maioned inventor 



Signature 

^JS5»oi«* ThanhVan 

Citizenship: uo 

Residence: • ^ cA g2604 

Mailing Addreee: 475<i KOW y 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR*. 



Q A petition has been filed tor this unsigned inventor 

Date 

Family Name w «i rvCN 
or Surname NGITtcM 



Signature 

Citizenship: uc> 

S'Kon Road. #77-203, S.peno, CO 80027 

Mailing Address: ^ v 

$•00 K6i'*M< N-W. 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: 



Q A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



Signature . 

Given Name T v 

(first and middle (if any)) To v. 

Citizenship: us 

Trubuco Canyon, CA 

2** <*~ « ^ CA 92879 



PHARfi 



NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: 



1 n A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Sis nature 

Given Name 




Dale 



Given roar™? w . 

and middle (if any)) Vincent 

Citizenship: US 
Residence: Mission Viejo. CA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Mueta. Miss.on V.ejo, CA 92692 

NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: 
Signature 

(fiSrldmTddle (if any)) Michael R. 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: C° t0 de Case. CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea. Coto de 



Family Name 

or Surname 



DIVINO, Jr. 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date . 

Family Name , 
or Surname HENSON 



Casa, CA 92679 
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c ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 
DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR 

. * u.* s4^Hare that; 



name; 



i herebv declare that; 
As *. Mow named ,ven,or. , hereby ^ ^ ^ 

MV residence, post office address and cruzensh* 

s listed 

helow) or an origin*!.- t' r -\ «». . wrMC h 8 P«tan. ^ * 

5f5Ti metier which U caime, .n- 

entWed: -rcnvERTEBRAt DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 

TRANSPEDICULAB INTERVERTEBRAL P 

the specification of which: 



2005. 



Q is attached hereto. 

153 was filed on: Mav. 

S United States Application No., 
or PCT international Application No 
and was amended on: 



(534^055. 



» • 



(K applicable). 



and was au.«» ^ above- 

refer red to above. ^ h to patentability as 

, acknowledge the duty to disclose 
defined in 37 C.F.R.S 1-56. 

Prior Foreign Appl«cation(8) 

o C n^C §§ 1l9<B)-(d) or (f), °r 
x 5 ™ nrioritv benefits under 35 U.*^- 3 bree der's rights 

, hereby claim foreign pnonty d inve ntor's or ^ ° ted 8t least 

, 365(b) of 3"Y have eloo 

certificate(s), or § 365(a) of any Y Qf Amenca, listed ^ e . |nventor . s 0 r 

havin9 a 

tt^t« — I 

° r- T!T 1 note of Is 



Application 
Numbe r 

PCT/US03/09Z85 



Date of FMIng 
(day . month, year) 

25, March, 2003 



Data of Issue 
(day, month, year) 



Priority Claimed 

^rgj_No_D 

Yes OTno □ 



i 
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Application 
Number 



Country 



Date of Filing 
(day. month, year) 



Date of Issue . c|a , med 

(day, mo nth, yean \ _ — p_ 

Yee □ No LJ 



Prior Provisional Application(s) 

or u s C § 119(e) of 
ioim the benefit under 36 U.t».<- 
I hereby claim the w 
provisional application!*) Lefd below. 



any United States 




Prior United States Application!*) 



Pr,0rUn '^ cp §120 of en y United States 

applica tion(s), or "insofar as the .^J^ptSTn in the manner 

states of America, listed below Unlted statea appii disclose 

"3 r^rapP^on and the natrona. or PCT '"^^^^^ 
application: 



Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 
Mav. month, ysar) 



Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 



associated with: 



All correspondence and telephone 



communications should be addressed to: 
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D A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



thereon . 

NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR: 

Signer* ■ F Q fs2^r THTBLBAUM 

pLSa*.0i-^ George F. «*""■"» I 

Citizenship: uo , 

rrS— S 16" Santa Mon.ce. CA W40M217 

pBtRton has been filed for this iinsinned Invnntnr 
NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: » * P 

_ Date ., 

Signature ^SST SHAOLIAN 

Given Neme v4 o =mil »i m or&tmame 

(firet and middle (if any)) Sa"» uC » 

Citizenship: us 

T SKSTt^. « Beech. CA 926*0 

Mailing Address: 23 15 A» 

NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: U 

Date : 

Signature _ ~~ Family Name M 

Given Name . xhanhV an or Surname NGUYtw 

(first and middle (if any)) Thanh van 

Citizenship: uo 

SS- 4762 Rorijuiy Drive, Irvine, CA 92604 

NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR; D A petition has been filed tar this unsigned inventor 

Date _ 

Signature Family Name Mrliv - N 

Given Name Fra _ k or Surname NGUYEN 

(first and micdie (if any)) Fr«» nK 

Citizenship: us 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: 



Q A petition has been ffled for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



Femlly Name 
or Surname 



Signature 

Given Name t«v 
(first and middle (» any)) ToV- 

Citizenship: . us 

^Pu'TdCt^uco Cnyon, CA B»» 
Mailing Address: rueuiw 



PHAM 



NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: 



A option has been filed for this unsigned invents 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



$S and I mFddle (if any)) Vincent 

Citizenship: uS 
n^cWnce- Mission Viejo, CA 

S3* 24436 M ^ M,ssi ° n v * 04 52692 



Family Name 
or Surname 



D1V1NO, Jr. 



NAME OF SEVENTH ^ V ^ NT <$ : 



Q a petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



Signature 

? fl Sand e rSd,e(K 8 ny)) Michael R. 

Citizenship: us 

s ,iA*. n rt>- Coto de Casa. CA 

Si- 2 V* <*-.<*.». 



Family Name 
or Surname 



HENSON 



tttctuoi Pf*pony Dewtrtmont 
guh* 1200 

12021 |«lr?Un-H « W>f»B«Dl (ftwMW 
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□ Yes E]No 

Robert A. King, Esq. 



404-885-4136 



e 



In re Application Of: TEiTELBAUM et al. 

Application No.: 10/534,055 
Filed: 
Title: 



Unaseigned 
Unassigned 



Examiner: 
Art Unit: 

May 6, 2005 Docket No.: 64118.000192 

TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS 
METHODS AND DEVICES 



The following documents are transmitted via facsimile in connection with the above- 
referenced patent application: 

1 . Renewed Petition Under 37 C.F.R. 1 .47(a) (4 pgs.) 

2. Declaration of Robert A. King, Esq., including Attachments 1-2 (12 pgs.) 

3. Copies of executed Declarations (20 pgs.) 



IF PROBLEM WITH TRANSMISSION, PLEASE CONTACT OPERATOR AT 404 • 888 • 4027. 

OPERATOR 

DATE: June 6, 2006 

CLIENT/MATTER NO.: 641 1 8.0001 92 

This communication is confidential and is Intended to be privileged pursuant to the attorney-client privilege and the work- 
product doctrine. K the reader ol this message is not the intended recipient, or me employee or agent responsible to 
deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is Strictly prohibited. It you nave received this communication In error, please immediately notify us by 
telephone, and return the original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service, 
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Patent 

Attorney Docket No. 641 18.000192 

Customer No. 21967 



THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application, of: 



TEITELB AUM et al 



Group Art Unit: Unassigned 



Serial No.: 10/534,055 



Examiner: Unassigned 



Filed: May 6, 2005 



Confirmation No. 2702 



Title: TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL 
DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 



RENEWED PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.47(a~> 



MAIL STOP PCT 

Commissioner for Patents 

Office of PCT Legal Administration 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a) and M.P.E.P. § 409.03(a) and (d), Applicants hereby 
petition the Commissioner to accept its U.S. Application Serial No. 10/534.055 absent an Oath or 
Declaration signed by all named inventors. Joint inventors George P. Teitelbaum, Samuel M. 
Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson have 
signed Declarations. 

Inventor Frank Nguyen is a nonsigning inventor, notwithstanding repeated and diligent 
efforts to obtain his signature by the entity to which an assignment of the application is owed, 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek, and by Whom the inventor was employed at the time of invention. 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek owns SDGI Holdings, Inc. which is the holding company to which 

-q°f ZO'd 028-1 061*888*0* SnVITIIM » NOlNflH^ojj 62 = 31 90-80-Nfir 



Sir: 



Attorney Docket No. 641 18.000192 
Application Serial No. 10/534,055 

Customer No. 21967 

Medtronic Sofamor Danek' s intellectual property is assigned. Mr. Nguyen was employed by 
Vertelink Corporation, which was acquired by Medtronic Sofamor Danek. 

In support of this petition, Applicants have enclosed: 

(1) Declarations bearing the executed signatures of George P. Teitelbaum, Samuel M. 
Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson; and 

(2) A Declaration by registered patent attorney, Robert A. King, presenting facts relating 
to unsuccessful attempts to locate Mr. Nguyen and obtain his signature on a Declaration. 

(A) Declarations bv the Joint Inventors 

Inventors George P. Teitelbaum, Samuel M. Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, 
Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson have signed Declarations on their own behalf. 
MPEP 409.03(a)(A)(l). Because these inventors duly executed Declarations in support of this 

application, the Declaration is filed in the names of those inventors on behalf of the remaining 
nonsigning inventor and on behalf of the entity to whom all inventors owe a duty of assignment, 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek. See MPEP 409.03(a)(A)(2) and 37 C.RR. 1.47(a). 

(B) Proof of Unavailability to Locate and Sign 

Applicants have enclosed the Declaration of Robert A. King, Esq, containing relevant 
facts from which Applicants reasonably conclude that: (1) Applicants have made bona fide 

attempts to locate and obtain the signature of the nonsigning inventor and (2) Applicants arc 

-2- 
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Attorney Docket No. 641 18.000192 
Application Serial No. 10/534,055 

Customer No. 21967 

unable to locate Frank Nguyen to sign a Declaration verifying his status as co-inventor of the 
subject application. 

Applicants previously included as Attachment A to their Petition Under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.47(a) filed on November 23, 2005, a copy of the declaration of Sabrina Chambers detailing 
relevant facts in connection with the same unavailable inventor in a related pending application, 
U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/999,216, 

fC) Last Known Addresses of Non-Signing Inventor 

Applicants were last aware of the following address for Frank Nguyen: 1995 E. Coalton 

Road, #77-203, Superior, CO 80027. 

(D) Facts Surrounding Unavailability to Sign 

As detailed in the accompanying materials, Applicants and the entity to whom a duty of 
assignment is owed have made repeated, ongoing and diligent attempts to obtain the papers for 
completion of this application. 

Frank Nguyen is no longer employed by Medtronic Sofamor Danek. Despite repeated 
attempts, the nonsigning inventor has not responded with a signed Declaration, as detailed in the 
accompanying Declaration of Robert A. King. This was through no fault of the signing 
inventors or the entity to which a duty of assignment is owed. 

Notwithstanding the unavailability of the nonsigning inventor to sign a Declaration 
despite diligent attempts to obtain the same, Applicants respectfully request the Commissioner to 

-3 - 
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Attorney Docket No. 64118.000192 
Application Serial No. 10/534,055 

Customer No. 21967 

grant this petition, and to accept U.S. Application No. 10/534,055 for the prosecution in due 
course to which Medtronic Sofamor Danek and Applicants George P. Teitelbaum. Samuel M. 
Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson are 
entitied. 

Applicants believe that no additional fees are due for filing this petition. In the event any 
additional fees are required, the Commissioner is authorized to charge all required fees, under 37 
C.F.R. §1.17, or all required extension of time fees, to the undersigned's deposit account No. 50- 
0206. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HUNTON & WILLIAMS 




Hunton & Williams LLP 
1900 K Street, N.W., Suite 1200 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1109 
Telephone (202) 955-1950 
Facsimile (202) 778-2201 

Dated: June 6, 2006 
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Attorney Docket No. 641 18.000192 

Customer No. 21967 



THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 



TEITELBAUM et al. 



Group Art Unit: Unassigned 



Serial No.: 10/534,055 



Examiner: Unassigned 



Filed: May 6, 2005 



Confirmation No. 2702 



Title: TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL 
DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 



DECLARATION OF ROBERT A. KING. ESQ. 



I, Robert A. King, state as follows: 

1 . I am a registered patent attorney (Reg. No. 42,738) employed by the law firm of 
Hunton & Williams LLP, legal representative of Medtronic Sofamor Danek for this matter. I 

submit this Declaration in support of the Renewed Petition under 37 C.F.R. 1.47(a) with respect 
to the above-referenced patent application. 

2. A Notification of Missing Requirements under 35 U.S.C. 371 was mailed on 
July 25, 2005, from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office with regard to the above-referenced 
patent application. In order to respond fully to the Notification of Missing Requirements, a 
signed oath or declaration from all the inventors was requested. 

3. In a related patent application (U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/999,216) 
with the same inventive entity, Frank Nguyen was also a non-signing inventor. Sabrina 
Chambers of Medtronic Sofamor Danek executed a declaration in support of Mr. Nguyen's 
unavailability to sign. A copy of Ms. Chambers' declaration along with supporting Exhibits A-J 
were attached as Attachment A to Applicants' Petition Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a). filed 
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Attorney Docket No. 64118,000192 

Customer No, 21967 

November 23, 2005/ The Rule 47 petition for Frank Nguyen in U.S. Patent Application Serial 
No. 10/999,216 was subsequently granted by the U,S. Patent and Trademark Office on 
September 13,2005. 

4. On October 25, 2005, Mr. Yisun Song, also a registered patent attorney employed 

by Hunton & Williams LLP, sent a letter to Frank Nguyen, a copy of which was attached to 
Applicants' November 23, 2005 Petition as Attachment B. In that letter, Mr. Song requested Mr. 
Nguyen to sign the declaration and Power of Attorney. A certified mail receipt for this letter was 
also attached as Attachment C. In response to the letter dated October 25, 2005, and the efforts 
related to obtaining Mr. Nguyen's signature for U.S. Application No. 10/534,055, we have not 

received a signed declaration from Mr. Nguyen. However, Mr. Nguyen's signature on the signed 

certified mail postcard clearly established that Superior, Colorado, was his last known mailing 
address. 

5. On May 9, 2006, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office mailed a Decision on 
Petition Under 37 CFR 1.47(a). The Office noted that a renewed petition should be filed that 
clearly set out the last known address for Frank Nguyen and clearly indicated whether 
Mr. Nguyen could be located at his last known address. 

6. On May 18, 2006, a letter was mailed to Frank Nguyen via U.S. Certified Mail at 
his last known address of 1995 E. Coal ton Road, #77, in Superior, Colorado, requesting that 
Mr. Nguyen execute and return a copy of the Declaration, A copy of the letter is included as 
Attachment 1. Pursuant to Section 409.03(d) of the MPEP, the letter clearly set out: 1) that 
Mr. Nguyen was requested to sign and return the Declaration, 2) the purpose for his doing so, 
and 3) that his failure to return a signed declaration represented his refusal to do so. Further, a 
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Attorney Docket No. 641 18.000192 

Customer No. 21967 



copy of the subject application to which the declaration pertains was included with the letter and 
Declaration. 

7. The U.S. Postal Service subsequently returned the package mailed to Mr. Nguyen. 
The front of the package was stamped "NOT DELIVERABLE AS ADDRESSED, UNABLE TO 
FORWARD." A copy of the front of the package is attached as Attachment 2. 

8. I further hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 



DECLARANT: 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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HUNTON& 
"WILLIAMS 



HUNTON A WILLIAMS LLP 
BANK OP AMERICA PLAZA 
SUITE 4100 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30308-2216 



TEL 
FAX 




May 18, 2006 



ROBERT A. KJNQ 
DIRECT DIAL: 404-88&4136 
EMAIL: riring@hiinton.ccm 



VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 



FILE NO 64118.000192 



RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Frank Nguyen 

1995 E. Coalton Road, #77 

Superior, CO 80027 

Re: U.S. Patent Application No. 10/534,055 
National Phase of PCT/US03/09285 

Entitled: 4 Transpedicular Intervertebral Disk Access Methods and Devices" 
Dear Mr. Nguyen: 

We are counsel for Medtronic Sofamor Danek. We write to ask that you execute the enclosed 
Declaration by signing and dating it in the spaces indicated, and that you return it to us in the 
envelope provided. Your signature on the Declaration verifies that you are a co-inventor in the 
above-referenced patent application, which was filed with the Patent Office on May 6, 2005. 
Further, your signature acknowledges that you are aware of your responsibility before the 
Patent Office to provide a copy of any information of which you become aware that may be 
considered relevant to the patentability of the invention. For your convenience, we enclose 
another copy of the application- We will need to file a copy of the executed Declaration with 

the Patent Office as soon as possible. 

Your signature on the attached U.S. Postal Service return receipt postcard verifies that this 
letter has been forwarded to your correct mailing address. Therefore, your failure to sign, date, 
and return the Declaration indicates that you have no intention of doing so, and we will make 
no further attempts to contact you regarding this matter. 

If you have any questions related to this matter, please feel free to contact us at your 



* 



convenience. 



RAK/sm 
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DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship is as stated below next to my name; 

I believe that I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) 
or an original, first and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter 

which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 



the specification of which: 



Q is attached hereto. 

was filed on: May 6. 2005 




as United States Application No.: 1 0/534.055 

or PCT International Application No.: 

and was amended on: 



(It applicable). 



I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to 
above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

Prior Foreign Appiication(s) 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119(a)-(d) or (f), or § 365(b) 
of any foreign application^) for patent, Inventor's or plant breeder's rights certlfioate(s), or 
§ 365(a) of any PCT international application which designated at least one country other than 
the United States of America, listed below and have also identified below by checking the box, 
any foreign applicatlon(s) for patent, inventor's or plant breeder's rights certificate(s), or any 
PCT international application having a filing date before that of the application on which priority 
is claimed: 



Application 
Number 

PCT/US03/09285 



Country 
PCT 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 

25, March, 2003 



Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 




Yes □ 
Yes □ 



Priority Claimed 

Yes 



No □ 
No □ 
No □ 
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Prior Provisional Application(s) 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) of any United States provisional 
applicatlon(s) listed below: 



Application 

Number 


Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 


60/424,942 


8, November, 2002 








• 



Prior United States Application^) ; 

i 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of any United States application (s), or 
§ 365(c) of any PCT international application designating the United States of America, listed 

below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not 
disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 
35 U.S.C. §112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as defined in 37 
C.F.R. § 1 .56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this application: 



Application 
Number 


Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 


Statu 3 • Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 





















And I nereoy appoini, ooin jointly ana sever&iiy, wun ium pwwoi ouuomuuvu anu 
revocation, to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith the Hunton& Williams LLP attorneys and agents 
associated with: 



Customer Number 

21967 



All correspondence and telephone communications should be addressed to; 



Customer Number 

21967 



corresponding to the law firm of Hunton & Williams LLP; Intellectual Property Department; 
1900 K Street, N.W.; Suite 1200; Washington, DC 20006-1 109; telephone number (202) 955- 
1 500; facsimile number (202) 778-2201 . 



HUWTCN & W1LUAWS LLP 
Intellectual Property Department 
1900 K 9tf«L N.W. 
OvUo 1&DO 
Wpnhlngton. DC 300DO-11OT 
(202) 955-1500 <ln»cphone); (?Q2) 770-2201 (fucRlmMe) 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine and imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 



NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR: 



Q A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Qh/en Name 



Date 



George P. 



Family Name 
or Surname 



(first and middle (if any)) 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Santa Monica, CA 

Mailing Address: 325 16 th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90402-2217 



T^ITELBAUM 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



Samuel M. 



Family Name 
or Surname 



(first and middle (If any)) 
Citizenship: US 

Residence: Newport Beach, CA 

Mailing Address: 231 5 Arbutus Street, Newport Beach, CA 92660 



SH AO LI AN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



Q A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



Thanh Van 



(first and middle (If any)) 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Irvine, CA 

Mailing Address: 4752 Roxbury Drive, Irvine, CA 92604 



Family Name 
or Surname 



NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR; 



Q A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



Family Name 
or Surname 



(first and middle (if any)) Frank 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Superior, CO 

Mailing Address: 1995 E. Coalton Road, #77-203, Superior, CO 80027 



NGUYEN 



HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 

IfttelltcUiel Property Department 
1000 K Street, N.W. 

Washington. DC 90006-1 1 09 

(302) 955-1300 (telephone): <*02) 778-2201 (facsimile) 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 

Given Name 



Date 



To V. 



Family Name 
or Surname 



(first and middle (if any)) 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Trubuco Canyon, CA 

Mailing Address: 28422 Pueblo Drive, Trubuco Canyon, CA 92679 



PHAM 



NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



(first and middle (if any)) Vincent 

Citizenship: US 

Residence: Mission Viejo, CA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Muela, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 



Family Name 
or Surname 



j 



DIVINO, Jr. 



NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: 



Signature 
Given Name 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



(first and middle (if any)) Michael R. 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Coto de Casa, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Coto de Casa, CA 92679 



Family Name 
or Surname 



HENSON 



fr9Z-qof 028-1 



HUNTON A WILLIAMS LLP 
{ntQllteiuaf Property Department 
1900 K &ir*et, MW. 

Cull* 13CW> 

Washington, DC ?0OO«-11©9 

VJ07) 955- T 500 (telephone); (70?) 778-2701 (facsimile) 
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Attorney Docket No. 64118.000192 

Customer No. 21967 



ATTACHMENT 2 





Vi" 

■o 
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SENDER: CQMrtFTt Hits yi <;muiv 1 


conrr-t ri r intr- uniitim on nrt tvrnv 


8 Complete Kerns 1. 2. and 3. Also complete 
Hem 4 If ftestricted Delivery is desired. 

S Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that we can return the cerd to you. 

■ Attach this card to the back of the mallplece, . 
or on the front It space permits. 


A Received by (PtoasG Print Cteajly) 


B. Date erf Delivery 


C. Signature 

y □ Agent 
* □ Addressee 


1. Article Addressed 'to: 

•Superior* 60 toozn 


D. Is delivery address different from Item 17 □ Yes 
If YES. enter 'delivery address below: □ No 

• 

• 

• 

# 


■ ■ . 

• 

1 

1 


3. .Baptise Type 
<ZJ Certified Mall Of Express Melt , 
Q Peglsteted Q Return Receipt for Merchandise 
□ Insured Mail □ C.O-D. 


_ ; • : : ' 

V 



} 




i 



! PS Form 3811, July 1999 
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Attorney Docket No.: 64118.000192 



DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As the below named Inventor. I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship is as stated below next ,o my 

name; 

, be „eve that I em ,h. 
entitled: 

TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 



the specification of which: 



is attached hereto. 

^ was filed on: mL^JZQOB 

m United States Application No.: 10/534,055 , 
or PCT International Application No.: 
and was amended on: 



• „_ H , mHprstand the contents of the above- 
, hereby state that I have reviewed and * amendment specifically 

identified specification, including the claims, as amended oy y 

referred to above. 

^- i « information which is material to patentability as 
I acknowledge the duty to disclose information wn. n 

defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 



Prior Foreign Application^) 



• nc iief* 66 1l9(a)-(d) or (f), or 
, hereby claim foreign priority .^^^^for ptant breeder's rights 
§ 365(b) of any foreign app l.cat,on(s o P^'^ |jcation whjc h designated at least 
certificate(s), or § 365(a) of any PCT |istetJ below an d have also 

on e country other than the United J^^^, for patent inventor s or 
identified below by .checking the I ox ■nyforjo PP > appr , ca tion having a filing 

plant breeder's rights cert, .cat ete . or any PC )med; 
date before that of the application on wh ich pnorny 



Application 
Number 



PCT/US03/09285 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 



Date of Issue 
Iday, month/ year) 



Priority Cl aimed^ 

Yes 



MZ-qof 28/81 d 028-1 
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r" 



Application 
Number 



Country 



Date of Filing 
{day, month, year) 




Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 



Priority Claimed 



Prior Provisional Application(s) 



, her eby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. S 119(e) of 
provisional applications) listed below: 



any United States 



Application 

Number 



60/424,942 



Date of Filing 
(day, m onth, year) 

S, Novembet. 2002 




Prior United States AppHcation(a) 



j qc || c p § 120 of any United States 

, hereb y claim the benefit under 35 U^x. design8ting the United 

applications), or i 365(e) of any PCT m «"°*° n * W 6ach rf the olaims of 

S«tes of America, li.tedbe.ow and rnsofar a the «*l applioa tion in the manner 

this application is not disclose I . . the pnor un. w|edg , the duty to dBotese 

provided by the first paragraph of i 36 U.sj c » . . occurre(J betW aan the f.l.ng 
ST3 the" ^rapplio^™ -d^ena^na. or PCT international filing date of thrs 
application: 



Application 
Number 



pate of Filing 
(day, month, year) 




Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 



. * Z~~^, *nH severally with full power of substitution and 

And I hereby appoint, both jo m ^^J^B^Bet all business in the Patent and 
revocation, to prosecute ^ ^^^l Williams LLP attorneys end agents 

Trademark Office connected herewltn in 

associated with: I ~ m..a„dcd 



A „ correspondence and telephone communicates should he addled to: 



12 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 

21967 




Pe?e 2 



t-92-qof 26/61 d 028-1 
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• ,„ , h . law flrm 0< Humon & Williams LLP; Intellectual Property Department; 
1°900 K°£Z%* ZTw. Washington. DC 20006-1 1 09; telephone numher ,202, 
955-1500; facsimile number (202) 778-2201. 

, hereby declare that all statements made herelr , of my .own Knowledge a,. «-«d 
that all statements made on &F^lJ* statements and 

that the., statements were ™d. With h [ cr both . ur , 6e; ,g U.S.C. 

TVE. '^^r^r t.4.'''^nt. may Jeopard.* the validity c, the 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 

NAME OF SOLE OP F ^T INVENTO R: □ * » «~ «* - « ""^ ~ 



Signature 
Giyen Name 




Family Name 
or Surname 



Date S#// 7. 



(first and middle (H any)) George P. 

Citizenship: US 

D.ciHonr«> Santa Monica, CA 

11 325 1 6* Street. Santa Monica, CA 90402-221 7 

Mailing Address: ^ |D , 



TEITELBAUM 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 



p A petition has been filed lor this unsigned inventor 



Date 



Family Name 
or surname 



Signature 

Given Name M 
(first and middle (if any)) Samuel M. 

Citizenship: US 

n . Newport Beach, CA 

rr 8 --.. »i . ^ ee a =h. CA ^ 



SHAOLIAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



Signature 

S™ddl. (i. anvil Thanh Van 

Citizenship: US 
Residence; Irvine, CA 

n ... A8dr GfiS - 4752 Roxbury Drive, Irvine, CA 92604 

Mailing Address. t#w* 



Family Name 
or Surname 



NGUYEN 



2E/0Z'd 028-1 



HUNT ON & W1LUAM5 LLP 
lnul*eiu*l P»op«fty D«partm»rrt 
igog »v«*v N.w. 
Suh* 1200 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: □ * petition has been filed tor m unsigned inventor 

Date • . 

Signature . , 1 — " 

Cltlznnshlp: US 

Resilience: Trabuco Cenyon, CA 

Mailing Address: 28422 Pueblo Drive. Trabuco Canyon. CA 92679 
NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 

Date — ~— 

Signature _ — - 

Given Name F * DIVING Ji 

(firBtand middle (If any); vincom of Surname RlvINU, 

Cltfconship; US 

Residence: Mission Viejo, CA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Muele, Mlsolon Viejo, CA 92692 

NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsl 0 ned Inventor 

Dote — 

Signature — — -\ , * 

ai „ n Amb Family Nsme 

%S?£S*.Vm<ll> Mich... R. ors-™^ HBNSON 

citizenship: U S 

Raslttonce: COtO de C&SS, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Coto de Case. CA 92679 



Suit* 1390 



^92-qof 28/12 d 028-1 
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Attorney Docket No.: 64118.000192 



DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICAT.ON 

* 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare thet: 

My residence, post office eddrees end citizenship is as stated be.ow next to my 

name; 

•„s-„i firet and sole inventor (if only one name is listed 
, ^^.^^•ZZ^jftrtnnJ. are listed below, of the 

S TJ^TJ fc, which . oaten, I, .ouoM on the .nv.nt.on 

entitled; 

TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 



the specification of which: 



is attached hereto. 
^ was filed on: May Oj 2005 
as United States Application No.: 
or PCT International Application No.: 
and was amended on: 




, hereby state that , have reviewed and 
identified specification, Including the cla.ms, as amended by any 

referred to above. 

, ac Know,edge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentabihty as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. 

prior Foreign Applicatlon(s) 

, hereby claim foreign priority ^^^'Jl^^^Z 
§ 365(b) of any foreign applications fo patent mven designated at least 

certificate(s), or § 365(a) of any PCT ^£ listed belo w and have also 

one country other than the Unrted States ol Ar £ ; jon(fi) for patent , inV entor s or 
identified below by checking the box, any fore.g _ PP |ic8t5on having a f.l.ng 

plant breeder's right* cort.f ««J^>' ^ ""J ™ |ty js clalme d: 
date before that of the application on which priority 



Application 
Number 



PCT/US03/09285 



C ountr y 
PCT 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 



25, March, 2003 




Priority Claimed 

Yes 



no n 

No □ 



*9z-q°r it/zz d 028-1 
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t 



0 



Application 
Number 


Country 







Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 



Date of Issue 
(day. month, year) 



Priority Claimed 



Yes 



No 



Prior Provisional Application(s) 

. . i m the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 1119(e) of 
I hereby claim the Denem "i |u « 

provisional application(s) listed below: 



any United States 



Application 
Number 

60/424,542 




Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 

S, Novembst, 2005 




Prior United States Application!©) 

. iiQc § 120 of any United States 

, hereb y claim the benefrt un <*MU£ - c - designating the United 

eppiicationls). or § 365(c) of any PCT j™™ , '° n * y» m8tter of each of tha claims of 
States of America, listed below and insofar as the a I Vlcstton in the manner 

this application Is not *sclosed in the pn or un. |ed the du ty to disc ose 

provided by the first parafl aph of 36 I U.8 j c s between th „ ,„ 9 

SETS rX^pli^n d a^ «he — or PCT international filina date of ,h,s 

application: _ — 

Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 



Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 

(day, month, year) 




^^P^l^^ and 

EE22 h^haj^ - attorneys and , g en,s 

associated with: | q USTOWIE r NUMBER 

21967 



All correspondence and 



telephone communications should be addressed to: 




m-q°r ze/ez'd 028-1 



SHY HUM 7 NOlNnH^QJd EE: 9 1 90-90-rMfir 



, nereh, deer. »et a» ^^2^^^^*^ 

,11 statements made on infortnatjon and I belief a re Be .evea <° ° ^ , he ||ke ^ made 
s^rtemen* were made with the ^ 18 IS.C. § 1001. and that such 

&?S3EM$ - - ^ iratton or any ^ ,ssu,n9 

thereon. 



NAME OF SOLE OB FIRST 
INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



Femtly N*rr* 
Of Sumeifte 



Signal^"* 

Given Narri6 ^. nraE p 
(first and middle (it anyj) George h 

Citkenshlp; us 

_ Santa Monica, CA 

Residence Monlca) CA 9Q402-2217 

Mailing Address: 10 ° 1,,:!Ci ' 



TEITEL6AUI* 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 




□ a petition has been filed for this unsig ned inventor 

lc "3 — °S 



Date 



Family Name 
or Surname 



Signature 

©rvenNeme ~ Samuel M. 

(first and middle (if any» 

Citlzensmp: us 

. . „ ' Newport Beach, CA 

mZaI— NCT ^ rt B °* eh ' CA 92660 



SHAOLIAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



□ a petKion has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

Date /O'/^g 



Signature 

STartS* 01 an»» ' Thanh Van 

Citizenship: US 

_ Irvine, CA 

Residence. |rvjne QA 92604 

MBflina Address: 4752 Kcxou.y 



Family Name 
or Surname 



NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



Family Name 
or Surname 



Signature 

(first and a mfridle (if any)) Frank 
Cifeenship: uo 

Residence: Bupj rior£ ^ CQ 80027 

Mailing Address: ^ 

|nMll«:t«IP»Vp«fty Ptp*rt«Tl»" 
1900 K N.W. 
(vKVtlOO 
Wa»hlnBWO.PC2O00i5*1*t0S 



NGUYEN 



t^9Z-qor 2B/Wd 028-1 



061*888*0* 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



Family Name 
or Surname 



PHAM 



(first ond middle (If any)) To V. 

Ciflznnshlp: US 

Resilience: Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Mailing Address: 28422 Pueblo Drive. Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679 

NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: □ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Slgnmure 

Given Nam* 



Date 



Family Name 
or Surneme 



DtV'INO. Jr. 



(first snc : middle any}! Vincent 
Cltbonship: US 
Residence: Mission VlejO, CA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Muela, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



(first and middle (If eny)) Michael R> 
Citizenship: us 
Resilience; Coto do Ceca, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Goto de Case, CA 92679 



Family Name 
or Surname 



HENSON 



V9Z-q°P 28/QZd 028-1 



siwmiM s NoiunH^oJd n-n 90-90-Nnr 



♦ 



Attorney Docket No.: 04118.000192 



DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, pes, office address and citizenship is as stated below next to my 

name; 

, belle ve that I em ^^"f^ 

Ltilc't S&"SS P . P-nt it c, the invention 

entitled: 

TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 



the specification of which: 



is attached hereto. 

v~ was filed on: May 6, 200 5 — IM _ 

M United States Application No.: 10/534,055 
or PCT International Application No.: 
and was amended on: 




, ner eby state that « have reviewed and 
identified specification. Including the claims, as amended oy any 
referred to above. 

■ ,o k now,ed B . the duty to disclose information which is materia, to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 -56. 



Prior Foreign Applicatlon(s) 



j oc iter 8 6 119(a)-td) or (f), or 
, her eby claim foreign priority ( rights 
§ 365(b) of any foreign app l.cat,on(s o whic h designated at least 

certificate(s), or 5 365(a) of any PCT £«^™)™£ Bt listed be |ow and have also 

EEZfiZ Z£S?M is claimed: 



Application 
Number 



PCT/US03/09285 



Country 
PCT 



Date of Filing 
(day. month, year) 

25, March, 2003 



Date of Issue 
(d8Y, month, year) 



Priority Claimed 



No □ 



m-m 2E/9ZJ 028-1 
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Application 

Number 



Country 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 




Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 



priority Claimed 



No 



□ 



Prior Provisional AppHcation(s) 



, hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) of 
provisional application^) listed below: 



any United States 



r 



Application 
Number 



60/424,94 



Date of Filing 
{day, month, year) 

& ? November 2Q0S 




Prior United States Application^) 

, or u^C § 120 ol any United States 
, hereby Calm the ' application designating the United 

application^), or § 365(c) of any PCT ^ ernat, ° ^ matter of each of the cla.ms of 
States of America, Hfd ^elcw and ' n ^ f « ra o S /2 n rted States application in the manner 
this application 18 not d,sclose I. the prior u wledge tne duty to disclose 

provided by the first P*W B * * £* . 5 6(a> which occurred between the f i .ng 

srs ° r pcT " 5onal f,,infl date 

application: 



Application 
Number 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 




Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 



— 1 Z ZZZ* xA/tth full power of substitution and 

^7^ IebY 0P p 0i m, both jointly and •"^^JftSL* in the Patent end 

ss£ S£ — d 8 ^x^- - — and -~ 

associated with: 




A11 eor , eS pondence end tele ^ * 




V9Z-qor 28/22 d 028-1 
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, hsrefcy declare M a., 

all statements made on W^^^^^tSe statement* and the like so made 
statements were made wrth toe knowledge the t wunu. w» end ^ h 

i^tt SWS * 3**- appncaaon or any patent issu^ 
thereon. 



NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



Family Nome 
or 5umsrri£ 



JirsTancT middle (11 any}) 6«orB« p ■ 

Citizenship: us 

« .-^n^ Santa Monica, CA 

ssni— 326 ^ «"* san,a Monte ' ca eo4 ° 2 ' 2217 



TEITELBAUM 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 



n A petttlon has been filed for this nnsicned inventor 



Date 
Family Name 



Signature 

^andTddMifany)) Samuel M. 

Citizenship: us 

. . " Newport Beach, CA 

MM CA 92660 



or Surname smauuimw 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for ini* nnsioned inventor 



Signature 

Snd a m» a ie(ll*iy)) ■ Thanh Van 
Citizenship: us 
Residence: Irvine. CA 

MBiljng Address: 4752 Roxbury Drive, Irvme. CA 92S04 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



Family Name 

or Surname 



Signature 

Given Name c rQ »,ic 
(first and middle <H any}) FranK 

Citizenship: us 

Se P :r^n R ca d .™. SU paHo,CO 36027 

WU>naN4VYlla.UAWSU-P 
tnt«litctu9l Property PtP«™" nT 

1200 

(202Jflte'1BOO<t.liph«l«J; 120J)T7^2201 fliC»»mlt> 



NGUYEN 



^92-qor 28/82 d 028-i 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: □ * petition has been filed tor this unsigned inventor 

. J>^^ Oat© \Q- ULz 

Signature ^^r^^^^^ ^ — — 

Family Name 

Given Name s PHAM 

(first and middle (If any)) » o 

CltlznnsMp: US 

Resilience: Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Mailing Address: 28422 Pueblo Drive, Trabuoo Canyon, CA 92679 

NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: □ * petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 

Date . . 

Signature _ — — - — , 

~. o Family Name 

Given Keme W1 surname D VINO. Jr. 

(first end middle (K any): Ylncom or Surname wivi , 

ClUznnshlp: us 

Residence: Mission Viejo, CA 

Mailing Address: 24430 Muela, Mission Vieja, CA 92592 

NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: □ * Prtttan has been fited for this unsigned Inventor 



Dele 

T7 ~~ ~ £S 

Given Name Michael R or Surname HENSON 

(firet and middle (If any)) micnaei i\. 

Citizenship: u $ 

fteekfenco: Coto de Casa, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Coto de Casa, CA 92679 
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Attorney Docket No.: 64118.000192 



DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY POR PATENT APPL.CAT.ON 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare thef. 



name; 




(W applicable) 



; residence, poet offlee address end > ~ — — - * "* 

, be .ieve that , em the f^^^TZJX SW? 

suDiect rnsti6i vvniw. 

entitl l N SP ED .CULAB INTERVERTEBRAL O.SK ACC.SS METHODS AN* OEV.CES 

the specification of which: Q*°^ 

as United States Application No.: 
or PCT International Application No.. 
and was amended on: 

, hereby etete that , have — - — 
identified speeHication. includmg the clerms. 

referred to above. m ., Bria l to patentability as 

, knowledge the duty to d, 5 c,o„ in.ormat.on wh.ch ,s metena. 

defined In 37 C.F.R. $ 1 - 56 - 

Prior Foreign Application^) 

. or n^c §§ 119(a)-(d) or (f), or 

. hereby cleim foreign priority benefit. under brgeder , 8 rights 

^0^:^ — . 



Application 
Number 



PCT/US03/0928B 



Country 
PCT 



Date of Filing 
td ay^month, yeeil 

25, March, 2003 



Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 



Priority Cleimed 

Yes 
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Application 
Number 



Country 


Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 


Date of Issue 
(day, month, year)^ 


Priority Claimed 

Yes □ 1 No □ 1 











Prior Provisional Application(s) 

, Hereby c.aim "em — 35 U*C. . 119W - 
provisional application!*) listed below: 

Application 
Number 

60/424,94 



any United States 



Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 



8, Novembet, 2002 




Prior United States Applications) 

, iicr § 120 ot any United States 

, he ,eby claim the bene, rt und« J"^ %, lcat ion designating the United 
a pplication(s), or I 365(e) of any ^PCT m matter 0 , sach of the cleims of 

States of Amerioa, listed below and states application in the manner 

,hla application is not drsclosec I ir . the pnor un , e(J tne duty to disclose 

provided by the first paragraph *» 8 66 ,' a) wnic h occurred between i the f, .n« 

Xe 'of T7T£^ °« *° ™^ °' PCT intemati0na ' ,iHn ° ^ 
application: 

~ Date of Filing 

(day, month, yeaip 



Application 
Number 



Status - Patented, 
Pending, Abandoned 



' ~ „ , f,,n oower of substitution and 

InT^aP^^ In the Patent and 

'-rTadaS SUS^S ^^^^ ^ """" ~" 
associated with: I CUSTOMER NUMBER 

21967 



All cort6S pondence ^^^^^ * ""'^ ~ 

t— ■ I 
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06l»B88m 
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. < 1 • 



, ^ aectare tH* a» ^^^^^^^^^FuZ 
all statements made on l*""*""* « J ^SffSfi Saternents and the like so made 
statements were made with the knowledge tn* i wmrui and ^ h 

Z^ASJSZ ^55SSt"viS} a P p,«o„ or any paten, lss U ,n 3 
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NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR: 



Q A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Date 



Signature 
Given Nemt 



Family Nerr* 
or &umsrrie 



(first and middle (it any)) George F . 

Citizenship: us 

Rpsidenco- Santa Monica. CA 

Residence. CA 90402 _2217 

Mailing Address: 325 16 £>treei. oam* muu , 



TEITELBAUM 



NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 



n A petition has been filed for this unsianed invent 



Date 



Family Name 
or Surname 



Signature 

^^EUflfany)) Samuel Wl 

Citizenship: us 
_ . . ' Newport Beach, CA 

£££>~ *•* N -" ort — " CA 65660 



SHAOUAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for fW* imsioned Inventor 



Signature 

ZEXSmv*** ■ ThanhV>B 

Citizenship: us 
R^fiidence- Irvine, CA 

^Address: 4752 Roxbury Drtve. irvtne. CA 9260, 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed tor this unsigned inventor 



Date 

Family Name 
or Surname 



Signature 

Given Name Cwii l 
(first and middle (I! any)) Frank 

Citizenship: US 

Residence: Superior. CO SuDe rior CO 80027 

Mailing Address: 1995 E. Coelton Road, #,7-203. Supenor, CO 

HVNION l WIULiAMR LLP 

itOg KS4r**.N.V*. 
WJBhtootor, DC 30CBI-11W 



NGUYEN 



WZ-qof 28/28 *d 028-1 
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NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Date 



Family Name 
or Surname 



PHAM 



Signature 
Given Name 

(first and middle Of any)) To V. 

Citizenship: US 

Residence: Trubuco Canyon. CA 

Mailing Address: 28422 Pueblo Drive, Trubuco Canyon, CA 92679 

/ ' n A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 

■ w , / 

Signature 



NAME OF SIXTH INVENJOfc: 



< • • 




Given Name 

(first and middle (if any)) Vincent 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Mission Viejo, CA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Muela, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 



Family Name 
or Surname 



D1VINO, Jr. 



NAME Of SEVENTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 

Given Name 



Date 



(first and middle 0f any)) Michael R- 
Cltteenship: US 

Residence: Coto de Casa, CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea. Coto de Casa, CA 92679 



Family Name 
or Surname 



HENSON 



HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 
5900 K StTCt, M.W. 

J204J 9*&«1500 <*l*phcr>t); (20fl 77*^^1 (U«»lmir) 
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Attorney 



Docket No.: 64118.000192 



DECLARATION AND POWER OP ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPUCAT.ON 

As the below named Inventor. . hereby declare that: 



name; 



below next to my 

My „.Wence. post office address and cttizensh,p 

■ be |ieve that . a. * ^^^^^^ ^5 

552. :rs r^"-- • — * — - - ,nvent,cr 

^S^C^ INTERVERTEBRAL O.SK ACCESS «HCP. - — 



the specification of which: g^^rilU^ 

at United States Application , No.: 
or PCT International Application No., 
and was amended on: 



in/534.055 




(if applicable). 



ano waa «,■•»—■ — 

, hereby atate that I ^^Z^^^ 
identified specification, including the claims, 

referred to above. material to patentability as 

, knowledge the duty to disclose ,nf ormet.on wH.cH ,s materia, 

defined in 37 C.P.R. 5 1 



Prior Foreign Application (s) 



. , , R .ice §§ 119(a)-(d) or (f), or 
, hereby claim foreign priority Refits und e r SSJJ-^C ^ 

certificated), or § 365(a) of any r ^ America, ^ted below an or 

Application 
Number 

PCT/US03/09286 




Date of Filing 
idav. month, year) 

25, March, 2003 



Date of Issue 

(day. month, year) 



Priority Claimed 

Yes 




Yes D 



no n 

No D 



i 

m-q°r itm d 028-1 



mmmn 
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[ Application j 
1 Number 


i Country [ 







Date of Filing 
(day, month, year) 



Date of Issue 
(day, month, year) 



P riority Claimed 
Yes □ No □ 



Prior Provisional Application^) 

oR tier § 1 19(e) of 

, hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 
I nereoy ^ below: 
provisional applications usxe 

Application 
Number 

60/424,942 



any United States 



Dale of Filing 
(day, month, year) 

S, November 2002 




Prior United States Applications) 

, c 11(;r |120 of any United States 

W*** °' ! £tS, I as •rS'SLSr aL. ca "ont the manner 

States ot America, nstea a i ■ Unlted states apP""'- , disclose 

application: 

Date of Filing 

Application <day m on th, year! 

Number 



Status - patented. 
Pending. Abandoned 



Trademark Office connected ner^ — 

associated with: (CUSTOMER NUMBER 

21967 

Customer Number 

21967 i wj 
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al! statements made on »*™j£L3i^"SK faS statements and the ■» M Mdt 
statements were made with the J™««W e „ b oS under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and that such 

jSSK & "JSl S. - or any paten, tssu.* 

thereon. 



NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST 
INVENTOR: 



Q A petition has been filed for thte unsigned inventor 



Date 



Signature 
Given Nam* 



f 8 roily Nsm& 
or SumatTie 



0k« and middle (H any)) George F . 

Citizenship: us 

_ Santa Monica, CA 

» 1 «- san,a M ° nte ' m 90402 



TEliTEUBAUh'i 



NAME OF 




INVENTOR: 



pi A petition has been filed for this unsioned inventor 




DatE 

Family Name 
or Surname 



Signature 

Citizenship: US 

ODC i Hpnc6 / Newport Beach, CA 

sci— »• Nw ° rt s " ch - ca 9 



SHAOLIAN 



NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 



□ A petition has been filed lor « wwtanad Inventor 



Date 



Signature 

j^SSddl. («« any)) ' Thanh Van 

Citizenship: US 
D „ rH „ nr p. Irvine, CA 

ZZZ— <« CA 82604 



Family Name 
or Surname 



NGUYEN 



NAME OF FOURTH INVENTOR: 



p A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



SignBtur© 
Given Name 



Date 

Family Neme 
or Surname 



JirsTandTmrddle (if any}) F rank 
Citizenship: us 

ReSidenC6: 109BE CoLn Road, #77-203, Superior, CO B0027 

Mailing Address: <- oa,lOF1 ™ OS4t 

intvliKtwt Propyl l>p^^ m 
1900 K S*r«*, N.W. 
Stilt* 12&0 



NGUYEN 
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s 



NAME OF FIFTH INVENTOR: 



□ A petition hss been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



ToV. 



Fsmlly Name 
or Surname 



(first and middle (tf any)) 

Cttizenshlp: US 

Residence: Trubuco Canyon, CA 

Mailing Address: 28422 Pueblo Drive, Trubuco Cenyon, CA 92679 



PHAM 



NAME OF SIXTH INVENTOR: 



p A Dillon has been filed for this unsigned inventc 



Signature 
Given Name 



(first and middle (If any)) Vincent 
Citizenship: us 
Residence: Mission Viejo, CA 

Mailing Address: 24436 Muela, Mission V.eJC, CA 82692 



Dale 

Family Name 
or Surname 



PIVINO, Jr. 



NAME OF SEVENTH INVENTOR: 



n A petition has been tiled for this unsigned inventor 



Signature 
Given Name 



Date 



(♦iiit'and middle (if any)) Michael R. 
Citizenship: US 
Residence: Coto de Casa. CA 

Mailing Address: 2 Via Presea, Colo de Casa. CA 92679 



Family Nam© 
or Surname 



HENSON 



HUNT ON & WtllAHS LLP 
W*rttctu*l Property D«p«nrnwrt 

Sunt 
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USPTO/PCT LEGAL 



12J001 
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*** RX REPORT *** 



RECEPTION OK 



TX/RX NO 

RECIPIENT ADDRESS 

DESTINATION ID 

ST. TIME 

TIME USE 

PGS. 

RESULT 
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OK 



HUNTON& 
Wn^IXAJMLS 



OOO fBACTITREB STttHbT. 
SU1TB •* lOO 
ATLANTA. OA. 30308 



404 • 88V - 4000 
404 • G02 - 9D30 



FAX 



FROM 



MESSAGE 



NAME 
FIRM 



PAX NO.: 
PHONE NO.: 

PAGES (INCLUDING COVER): 
ORIGINAL. TO FOLLOW IN MAIL: 
NAME: 

DIRECT DIAL: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
MAIL. STOP PCT 

Office of PCT Legal Administration 
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1 — I Yea C31 Nc 



Robert A. King, Esq. 
404-888-4136 



In re Application Of: 
Application No.: 
Filed: 
Title: 



TEtTELBAUM et al. Examiner: Unassignod 

10/534,055 Art Unit: Unassigned 

May 6, 2005 Docket No.: ©41 1 8.0001 92 

TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL. DISK ACCESS 
METHODS AND DEVICES 



Tne following documents are transmitted via facsimile in connection with the above- 
referenced patent application: 



1. 
2. 
3. 



Renewed Petition Under 37 C.F.R. 1.47(a) (4 pgs.) _ ^ n 

Declaration of Robert A. King, Esq., Including Attachments 1-2 (12 pgs.) 
Copies of executed Declarations (20 pgs.) 



IF PROBLEM WITH TRANSMISSION, PLEASE CONTACT OPERATOR AT 404 - BB& - 4027. 



June 6, 2006 
84118.000192 



DATE: 

CLIENT/MATTER NO.: 

This communication is confidential and is Intended to be privileged pursuant to tne attorney-client J>rivJleo» ^ll^XS'to 
pSSuct^^thne H the reader of this message Ib not trie Intended recipient, or the orn ,^r? °or ™v^a o? mis 

dSve?rt to tne intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination • ^^buUon ^J^^**™! 
co^munlcSlon is strletly prohibited. If you have received this communication In error • P'^ 00 . j mmed,ale,y nol,fy US by 
telephone, and return the original message to us et the above address via the U.S. Postal Service. 



*** mdssBDons onbs *** 

a 

iz-si 90-Nnr 

8Z: 9 1 90-Nnr 

li 
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HUNTON& 
WILLIAMS 



FAX 



TO 



NAME 
FIRM 



FAX NO.: 
PHONE NO.: 



600 PEACHTREE STREET, N.E. 

SUITE4100 

ATLANTA, GA 30308 

TEL 404 • 888 • 4000 
FAX 404 • 602 • 9050 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
MAIL STOP PCT 

Office of PCT Legal Administration 

571-273-0459 , 



PAGES (INCLUDING COVER): 



ORIGINAL TO FOLLOW IN MAIL: 
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□ Yes [3 No 



FROM 



NAME: 



Robert A. King, Esq. 



MESSAGE 



DIRECT DIAL: 



404-888-4136 



In re Application Of: TEITELBAUM et al. 

Application No.: 10/534,055 
Filed: 
Title: 



Examiner: Unassigned 
Art Unit: Unassigned 
May 6, 2005 Docket No.: 64118.000192 

TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISK ACCESS 
METHODS AND DEVICES 



The following documents are transmitted via facsimile in connection with the above- 
referenced patent application: 



1. 

2. 
3. 



Renewed Petition Under 37 C.F.R. 1 .47(a) (4 pgs.) . 

Declaration of Robert A. King, Esq., including Attachments 1-2 (12 pgs.) 

Copies of executed Declarations (20 pgs.) 



IF PROBLEM WITH TRANSMISSION, PLEASE CONTACT OPERATOR AT 404 • 888 • 4027. 

OPERATOR 

date: June 6, 2006 

CLIENT/MATTER NO.: 64118.000192 

This communication is confidential and is intended to be privileged pursuant to the attorney-client privilege and the work- 
product doctrine. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to 
deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by 
telephone, and return the original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service. 





Patent 

Attorney Docket No. 641 18.000192 

Customer No. 21967 



THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 



TEITELB AUM et al. 



Serial No.: 10/534,055 
Filed: May 6, 2005 

Title: TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL 
DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 



Group Art Unit: Unassigned 
Examiner: Unassigned 



Confirmation No. 2702 



RENEWED PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a) 



MAIL STOP PCT 

Commissioner for Patents 

Office of PCT Legal Administration 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.ER. § 1.47(a) and M.P.E.P. § 409.03(a) and (d), Applicants hereby 



petition the Commissioner to accept its U.S. Application Serial No. 10/534,055 absent an Oath or 
Declaration signed by all named inventors. Joint inventors George P. Teitelbaum, Samuel M. 
Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson have 
signed Declarations. 

Inventor Frank Nguyen is a nonsigning inventor, notwithstanding repeated and diligent 
efforts to obtain his signature by the entity to which an assignment of the application is owed, 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek, and by whom the inventor was employed at the time of invention. 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek owns SDGI Holdings, Inc. which is the holding company to which 




Attorney Docket No. 641 1 8.000192 
Application Serial No. 10/534,055 

Customer No. 21967 

Medtronic Sofamor Danek's intellectual property is assigned. Mr. Nguyen was employed by 
Vertelink Corporation, which was acquired by Medtronic Sofamor Danek. 
In support of this petition, Applicants have enclosed: 

(1) Declarations bearing the executed signatures of George P. Teitelbaum, Samuel M. 
Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson; and 

(2) A Declaration by registered patent attorney, Robert A. King, presenting facts relating 
to unsuccessful attempts to locate Mr. Nguyen and obtain his signature on a Declaration. 

(A) Declarations by the Joint Inventors 

Inventors George P. Teitelbaum, Samuel M. Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, 
Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson have signed Declarations on their own behalf. 
MPEP 409.03(a)(A)(l). Because these inventors duly executed Declarations in support of this 
application, the Declaration is filed in the names of those inventors on behalf of the remaining 
nonsigning inventor and on behalf of the entity to whom all inventors owe a duty of assignment, 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek. See MPEP 409.03(a)(A)(2) and 37 C.F.R. 1.47(a). 

(B) Proof of Unavailability to Locate and Sign 

Applicants have enclosed the Declaration of Robert A. King, Esq. containing relevant 
facts from which Applicants reasonably conclude that: (1) Applicants have made bona fide 
attempts to locate and obtain the signature of the nonsigning inventor and (2) Applicants are 

-2- 




Attorney Docket No. 641 18.000192 
Application Serial No. 10/534,055 

Customer No. 21967 

♦ 

unable to locate Frank Nguyen to sign a Declaration verifying his status as co-inventor of the 
subject application. 

Applicants previously included as Attachment A to their Petition Under 37 C.F.R; 
§ 1.47(a) filed on November 23, 2005, a copy of the declaration of Sabrina Chambers detailing 
relevant facts in connection with the same unavailable inventor in a related pending application, 

« 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/999,216. 

(O Last Known Addresses of Non-Signing Inventor 

Applicants were last aware of the following address for Frank Nguyen: 1995 E. Coalton 

Road, #77-203, Superior, CO 80027. 

* 

(D) Facts Surrounding Unavailability to Sign 

» 

As detailed in the accompanying materials, Applicants and the entity to whom a duty of 
assignment is owed have made repeated, ongoing and diligent attempts to obtain the papers for 
completion of this application. 

Frank Nguyen is no longer employed by Medtronic Sofamor Danek. Despite repeated 
attempts, the nonsigning inventor has not responded with a signed Declaration, as detailed in the 
accompanying Declaration of Robert A. King. This was through no fault of the signing 

* 

inventors or the entity to which a duty of assignment is owed. 

Notwithstanding the unavailability of the nonsigning inventor to sign a Declaration 
despite diligent attempts to obtain the same, Applicants respectfully request the Commissioner to 

-3- 



Attorney Docket No. 641 18.000192 
Application Serial No. 10/534,055 

Customer No. 21967 

grant this petition, and to accept U.S. Application No. 10/534,055 for the prosecution in due 
course to which Medtronic Sofamor Danek and Applicants George P. Teitelbaum, Samuel M. 

■. 

Shaolian, Thanh V. Nguyen, To V. Pham, Vincent Divino, Jr., and Michael R. Henson are 
entitled. 

Applicants believe that no additional fees are due for filing this petition. In the event any 
additional fees are required, the Commissioner is authorized to charge all required fees, under 37 
C.F.R. §1.17, or all required extension of time fees, to the undersigned's deposit account No. 50- 
0206. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HUNTON & WILLIAMS 




Hunton & Williams LLP 
1900 K Street, N.W., Suite 1200 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1 109 
Telephone (202) 955-1950 
Facsimile (202) 778-2201 

Dated: June 6, 2006 



Attorney Docket No. 641 18.000192 

Customer No. 21967 



THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 



TEITELBAUM et al. 



Serial No.: 10/534,055 
Filed: May 6, 2005 

Title: TRANSPEDICULAR INTERVERTEBRAL 
DISK ACCESS METHODS AND DEVICES 



Group Art Unit: Unassigned 
Examiner: Unassigned 



Confirmation No. 2702 



DECLARATION OF ROBERT A. KING. ESQ. 
I, Robert A. King, state as follows: 

1 . I am a registered patent attorney (Reg. No. 42,738) employed by the law firm of 
Hunton & Williams LLP, legal representative of Medtronic Sofamor Danek for this matter. I 
submit this Declaration in support of the Renewed Petition under 37 C.F.R. 1.47(a) with respect 
to the above-referenced patent application. 

2. A Notification of Missing Requirements under 35 U.S.C. 371 was mailed on 
July 25, 2005, from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office with regard to the above-referenced 
patent application. In order to respond fully to the Notification of Missing Requirements, a 
signed oath or declaration from all the inventors was requested. 

3. In a related patent application (U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/999,216) 
with the same inventive entity, Frank Nguyen was also a non-signing inventor. Sabrina 
Chambers of Medtronic Sofamor Danek executed a declaration in support of Mr. Nguyen's 
unavailability to sign. A copy of Ms. Chambers' declaration along with supporting Exhibits A-J 
were attached as Attachment A to Applicants' Petition Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a), filed 



1 
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Customer No. 21967 

November 23, 2005. The Rule 47 petition for Frank Nguyen in U.S. Patent Application Serial 
No. 10/999,216 was subsequently granted by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on 
September 13, 2005. 

4. On October 25, 2005, Mr. Yisun Song, also a registered patent attorney employed 
by Hunton & Williams LLP, sent a letter to Frank Nguyen, a copy of which was attached to 

* 

Applicants' November 23, 2005 Petition as Attachment B. In that letter, Mr. Song requested Mr. 
Nguyen to sign the declaration and Power of Attorney. A certified mail receipt for this letter was 
also attached as Attachment C. In response to the letter dated October 25, 2005, and the efforts 
related to obtaining Mr. Nguyen's signature for U.S. Application No. 10/534,055, we have not 
received a signed declaration from Mr. Nguyen. However, Mr. Nguyen's signature on the signed 
certified mail postcard clearly established that Superior, Colorado, was his last known mailing 
address. 

5. On May 9, 2006, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office mailed a Decision on 
Petition Under 37 CFR 1.47(a). The Office noted that a renewed petition should be filed that 
clearly set out the last known address for Frank Nguyen and clearly indicated whether 
Mr. Nguyen could be located at his last known address. 

6. On May 18, 2006, a letter was mailed to Frank Nguyen via U.S. Certified Mail at 
his last known address of 1995 E. Coalton Road, #77, in Superior, Colorado, requesting that 
Mr. Nguyen execute and return a copy of the Declaration. A copy of the letter is included as 
Attachment 1. Pursuant to Section 409.03(d) of the MPEP, the letter clearly set out: l)that 
Mr. Nguyen was requested to sign and return the Declaration, 2) the purpose for his doing so, 
and 3) that his failure to return a signed declaration represented his refusal to do so. Further, a 
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copy of the subject application to which the declaration pertains was included with the letter and 
Declaration. 



The front of the package was stamped "NOT DELIVERABLE AS ADDRESSED, UNABLE TO 
FORWARD." A copy of the front of the package is attached as Attachment 2. 

8. I further hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 



7. 



The U.S. Postal Service subsequently returned the package mailed to Mr. Nguyen. 



DECLARANT: 




Date: 
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